
The UP Beat 
The United Presbyterian Church of Claysville 

With Christ as our guide, we honor the past and embrace the present, while building our future. 

Volume 45, Issue 5                  May 2017      

In God’s Image 
Throughout the season of Lent we were encouraged to confess our sins and focus on God’s unmerited 

grace. This is appropriate for Lent, and for all seasons in our lives as our primary way of thinking 

about how we stand before God. But there is another side to our relationship with God that we should 

also recognize. It is perhaps best framed as a question: Why does God extend grace to us and why did 

God come in Christ to bear our sins and shame? The answer is that God deemed us worthy of being 

his children.   

When we recognize this dimension of our life with God we must do more than simply ask for for-

giveness of our sins. We must also reclaim our belief that God made us in his image and for his pur-

pose (Genesis 1:26-30). Psalm 8:5 goes so far as to say that he made us “a little lower than God.” 

That means we must see in ourselves the possibility for greatness for the sake of the world. Embrac-

ing this positive side ourselves is tricky. We must always remember that we are not inherently good 

or faithful – because we are not, God has redeemed us in Jesus Christ – but if we fail to recognize the 

goodness for which we were created we deny God’s purpose for us.  

Living into our identity as those made in God’s image means, first of all, that we follow the example 

of Jesus Christ, who is the perfect representative of God’s image (Hebrews 2:5-9). We seek to serve 

others, to live for others, to live as Christ lived. But it also means that we are invited to see in our 

gifts and talents God’s seal upon our lives. One of my favorite expressions of this is in the film 

“Chariots of Fire.” The lead character, Eric Liddell, is a devoted Christian who eventually goes to 

China to serve as a missionary. But he is also one of the world’s greatest athletes and a world-class 

sprinter. Reflecting on how his running is part of his identity as God’s child he says, “I feel his pleas-

ure when I run.”  

In these days after Easter, let us go forth as the children of God, those made in God’s image, and em-

brace our identity of the One who calls us and empowers us to do great things in his name. But let us 

also take time to feel God’s pleasure in the gifts he has given us.  

Blessings, 

Jerome 



 

Manse Roof Fund 
 

The Trustees will be putting a badly needed new roof  on the Manse this Spring.  

If you would like to make a contribution to the project, please 

 indicate in the memo line of your  check, “Manse Roof Fund”  Thank you!  

May Worship Schedule 
 

7 The Rev. Dr. Page Creach  

 

14 Psalm 71:1-11, 17-24 2  Timothy 4:6-8   “Even to Old Age” 

 

21* Joshua 3:1-4:18  1 Timothy 4:11-16  “Let No One Despise Your Youth” 

 

28  Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 1  Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11  “Resist” 

 

* May 21st is Youth Sunday and the Sunday School Classes will be participating in the service.  

This will also be the last day for Sunday School until Fall! 

Let us give thanks and praise to God for Pine Springs Camp 
 

Save the Date 
Saturday, June 24, 2017 ~ 11am-4pm  

 

Come Celebrate our 70th Summer of camp and the dedication of The Refuge:, our new dining Hall/

multi-purpose building. 

 Schedule  

 11:00—Registration  

 11:30—Dedication of The Refuge and Worship Service 

 12:30—Lunch 

 1:30—Camp tours and fun activities 

 

For more information and to register for this great day, visit our website at www.pinesprings.org.  



            The Mail Box 

 
Thanks to all that helped during my father, Chuck Cumer’s, service.  It was greatly appreciated. 

        Ben & April Cumer 

 
 

My thanks to the folks who helped us pack food bags yesterday.  We had 215 helpers, any of them 

young ones, My hope and prayer is that these young ones will be inspired to continue to do some-

thing for others less fortunate; it’s a great teaching experience, and life-changing for the chil-

dren who receive our food.  It’s also so important that we adults continue to support our kids fi-

nancially so next year will be just a good . 

        Sincerely, 

        Anita 

 

Editor’s note:  the following people signed in at the STOP HUNGER NOW! Project—Jace Brownlee; Neil & Nan-

cy Brownlee; David, Mary, Maddie, Emma, & Sara Campsey; Rodney Clutter; Bob, Cheryl, & Nathan Cumer; 

Jake & Tyler Dunkle; Joyce Emeterio; Janice Keeling; Ethel McCarthy; Joyce Minteer; Doug, Marlene, Eric, & 

Kelsey Nolin; Tom Teitt; and Joyce Zajac. 

 

 

Dear Family of Claysville UP Church,  

 The Waynesburg University Lamplighters and I want to express our deepest gratitude for all of the donations given to-

ward our Spring Service Trip to Detroit, MI.  To all the friends who made dinner and dessert for all of us, you are amazing!  

What a welcoming, loving church you all are.  Thank you for the continued support over the years. We hope to visit again soon. 

        Sincerely,  

        Melanie Catana, Director 

 
Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,  
 On behalf o f The Missional Outreach committee of our Presbytery, we send our heart-felt “Thank you” for your gracious mon-
etary gift to aid our brothers & sisters in Syria in purchasing heating fuel. 
        Together serving Jesus,  
        Diana Bruno, MOC member 

         
Hello Partners in Ministry! 
 I never got the chance to say thank you for your generous gift to the work of Intervarsity at The College of Wooster.  It 

deeply blesses me to have churches who support the ministry!  I’ve seen beautiful growth in both Eric & Kelsey Nolin-they’re 
significant parts of our work on campus, natural leaders who bring a lot of life, joy, & vision.  Thank you for investing in students 
like them!  It blesses me to know they have a great home church community.   
 Please be in prayer for our last 5 weeks—leadership selection, chapter camp & as students discern how to spend their 

summers! 
        God bless, 
        Lauren Greenberg 

 
Dear Friends,  
Thank you so very much for all of the cards and prayers when my brother, George, died.  Thanks also for all of 
the visits and the beautiful daffodils and tulips brought by the Deacons. 
        Anna Palmer 



 
 

New Memorial Chairperson! 
Thanks to Anna Palmer who has graciously volunteered to be our new memorial chairperson.  We are 

grateful for the service of Nancy Racunas who has taken care of the memorial letters and book for the past 

several years. 

 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU GOES OUT TO THE FOLLOWING FOR THEIR  

EXTRA  EFFORT TO THE MINISTRY  OF OUR CHURCH: 
 

~ to our  April Worship Assistants:  Nancy Brownlee, Cheryl Cumer, Nancy Racunas, Ada Margaret  

   Hutchison, and Doug Nolin, 

~ to all greeters and nursery care providers during April, 

~ to Katie Stewart for maintaining our Facebook Page and web-site! 

~ to all who donated items to the McGuffey Food Pantry,  

~ to Joyce Zajac for delivering all of your donations to the Food Pantry, 

~ to all of our links in the prayer chain:  Carolyn Hixenbaugh, Ada Margaret Hutchison, Betty  

   McAdoo, John & Jean McCullough, Anna Palmer, and Karen Reitnauer,  

~ to Rodney Clutter for delivering our recycling to the paper retriever,  

~ to Janice Keeling, Joyce Minteer, and Bob & Cheryl Cumer for being tellers each Sunday morning,  

~ to Janice Keeling for making arrangements for our floral tributes, 

~ to Janice Keeling and Joyce Minteer for preparing Communion,  

~ to June Butler for faithfully arranging for our weekly Greeters,  

~ to all those who helped with feeding the Lamplighters and providing refreshments for the Lenten  

   Gathering,  

~ to all those who helped with the Lenten Lunch,  

~ to Rodney Clutter for his help with all of the extra bulletins for Lent and Easter,  

~ to Karen, June and the choirs for the special holiday music,  

~ to all those who purchased tulips and lilies,  

~ to all those, seen and unseen, who work diligently to further God’s work in and through our church!  
 

 

THANK YOU! 

 

2017 Graduates 
We would like to honor and congratulate our graduates during the  

worship service on June 4, 2017.  A cake and punch reception will follow.  

 

  Name ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  School________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  Future plans/Degree ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Please submit names to the office by May 28th! Thank you! 



                                                                                      

    Remember 

   Alan Clutter (brother of Rodney) 

   Eliana George (daughter of Dr. Lindsey) 

   Logan Heather 

   Gerald Hickman (brother of Don) 

   Kosa Kol Church  

   Paul Plants 

   Gary Strauss (nephew of Janet) 

 

                   This list is compiled from the Sunday prayer 

 

In Prayer  

Gene & Denise Rafter 

Jim Thompson 

Gary Whiteman 

All of our Veterans 

All those unemployed 

All those serving in the military  
 

 

requests, and does not necessarily indicate illness. 

 

Prayer Chain 
     Family members should call the church office at 724-663-7632 with names and situations in need of immediate prayer.    
     The secretary will then notify the first link in the chain.  Thank you! 
 
 

Pastoral Care 
    Anyone in need of Pastoral Care or visitation should call the church office during regular hours Tuesday through Friday  
    9:00am until Noon, or leave a message.  If you  prefer not to leave a message, or in an after hours or weekend emergency  
    situation, call Rev. Creach 412-266-1842 or 412-837-2524. 
      

      

    Feed my lambs…    Tend my sheep…     

               Opportunities for you to do God’s work in your world. 
 
 

McGuffey Food Pantry—donate money or food items to the pantry at any time, but place your  

donations in the shopping cart on the 2nd Sunday of every month.  
 

Time for Change—put your spare change in the jar on the literature table near the main doors to the 

sanctuary and make a difference in the life of someone local. 
 

Save Old Cell Phones & Chargers—there is a basket on the windowsill for old cell phones/

chargers that will be given to Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern PA.  These phones are then ena-

bled to call 911 without the need of a paid service plan and distributed to women in  danger of domestic vio-

lence. 
 

Paper Recycling — The paper recycling bin that used to be near Curtis Pharmacy is now located next 

to McAdoo’s Towing & Repair Shop on the west end of town.  The shared proceeds will again go to the  

Association of Claysville Churches to use on community projects. 
 

Save Old Printer Cartridges—Bring your old cartridges and place them in the container on the win-

dowsill.  They will be recycled and the proceeds will benefit the programs and facilities of Pine Springs 

Camp.  



 

Flowers 
 

      Anyone who wishes to donate flowers in honor or memory of a loved one may do so by signing up  

      on the sheet located on the main bulletin board.  The price is $20 and should be paid to Janice  

      Keeling, who is the coordinator.   
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
June 12-16 from 9-11am  

Helpers needed for all areas!   

See Ethel McCarthy if interested. 

 

Anyone 18 yrs. and older who is planning to help with 

VBS must have their clearances done by June 1st, no 

exceptions! 

                          May  

     Worship Assistants 
 

LITURGIST:   

7th –  Genna Steele 

14th –  Joyce Zajac 

21st— Cheryl Cumer 

28th— John McCullough 

 

GREETERS:  

7th –  Joyce Emeterio & Dick Mellon 

14th –  Bob Hamilton Family 

21st—  Dan Weiss Family 

28th— Janice Keeling & Joyce Minteer 

 

NURSERY CARE: 

7th –  Kathryn Hixenbaugh 

14th –  Mother’s Day—VOLUNTEERS 

21st—  Sandi Carman 

28th— Genna Steele 

 

COFFEE HOUR HOST: 

May 7th –  Deacons 

June 4th –  Choirs 

 

Newsletter Deadline 20th of each month! 

 

HAPPY MAY BIRTHDAY TO: 

 

Davis Creach                                        1 

Greg Hickman       2 

Leslie DeGarmo     5 

Justin Hamilton     5 

Tega Post George             5 

Audrey Louise Dehan      7 

Cooper Liam Hillebrand                       7  

Richard Maganotti                              10 

Betty McAdoo                          10 

Glenn Mounts               15 

Leo Gregory Kent Brownlee              16 

Page Creach                                        18 

Isabelle Christine Heather                   20  

Travis Brownlee              23 

Alexa McNeil               25 

Eric Nolin               25 

Andrea Fanning Krizay             27 

Logan Henry Steele                            27 

Amelia Claire Wainwright                 27 

Morgan DeGarmo              31 
 
 

Early June Birthdays 
 
 

Patty Bongiorno                1 

Bob Carman      2 

Jacob Dunkle      6 

Merle Timko                                         7  

June Butler      8 

Twila Fanning                 8 

Sheri Hixenbaugh                                 8 

Nathan Dunkle                                      9  

 

 

Book Club! 
Watch your bulletin for the next 

meeting details. 

Don’t Forget!!! 

8 Food Bank workers  

needed May 8th!! 

See Joyce Zajac! 

Church Yard Sale 
June 2  & 3          8am-2pm 

 

Start bringing in your 

treasures and placing 

them in the lower level 

of the Social Hall.  If 

you are able to help, 

please see Cheryl  

Cumer. 



   C L A Y S V I L L E  U N I T E D  

P R E S B Y T E R I A N   C H U R C H  
7 2 4 - 6 6 3 - 7 6 3 2  

c l a y p r e s 1 @ v e r i z o n . n e t   

 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

EVERY SUNDAY 
9:30am    Sunday  
                 School  
11:00am  Worship 
 

 

1 2 3 
4-6:30pm  Social Hall in 
                   use. 
6:30pm  Bell Choir 
7:30pm  Chancel Choir 

4 5 
 
 
 

 

6 
10:00am    Ramps of  
                  Grace mtg. 
 
 
 

 

7 
Noon     Coffee Hour  
               hosted by the   
               Deacons 
 

8 
4-7pm     Food Bank  
7:00pm   ACC mtg. at  
                Methodist  
                Church 
 

 

9 
 

 

 
 

10 
6:30pm  Bell Choir 
7:30pm  Chancel Choir 
 
 

 

11 
.  

12 13 
 

14 
 
 
 
 

 

Food Pantry Donations 

15 
 
 

 

16 
6:00pm   VBS mtg.  
                HERE 
 
 
 

17          
6:30pm  Bell Choir 
7:30pm  Chancel Choir 
 
 
 

18 
 

  
      

 

19 
 
 
 

   
 

20 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter Deadline 

21 

Noon    Session Mtg.  
             Deacon’s Mtg. 
             Trustees Mtg 
 

Last Day of Sunday 
School until Fall! 

22 
 
 
 
 
 

 

23 
6:30pm  Bell Choir 
7:30pm  Chancel Choir 
 
 
 
 

24 
6:30pm   Dinner 
7:30pm  “Let There Be Bees 
                on Earth!” 

 
 

 

25 

 
 

 
 

 

26 
 
 

 

27 
Coffee Break at Rest 
Area 

28 
Coffee Break at Rest 
Area 
 
 

Graduate names due! 

29 
 

 

30 
6:30pm  Bell Choir 
7:30pm  Chancel Choir 
 

 
 

31 
 

 
 

 
 
 

   

 

 

     

  

       May 2017 




