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Dear friends and neighbors, 

Thanks to God’s Grace and the generosity of many, Ramps of Grace completed 

another blessed year of service.  We constructed nine ramps, recycled one ramp and 

helped repair an outside stairway in 2016.  The ramps ranged greatly in length, but all 

provided much needed access for home owners, family members and care givers.  We 

could not have accomplished any of these efforts without your support. 

Our first ramp project for 2016 was located in McMurray, 

PA.  The family of an aging parent hoped to bring their mother 

home from a local care facility.  Before doing so, the house had to 

be renovated to accommodate her physical challenges.  They 

asked for our help to improve the accessibility.  This ramp totaled 

60 feet in length, and connect the house with the existing 

driveway.  We used several ramp sections reclaimed from a ramp 

built in 2015.  We also were quite surprised and very appreciative 

when several neighbors joined us in the build, a much needed 

gift.  

Our second ramp of the year was built in a small section of Waynesburg.  This 

ramp extended 32 feet from the front door, along the face of the home to a parking area 

at the front of the house.  We first needed to remove a set of wooden stairs, which we 

staged next to the ramp should they be needed in the future.  

We traveled to Coal City, PA, for our third ramp of 

2016.  A young man suffered from a tragic incident, and 

was very limited in his mobility.  This ramp started at a 

doorway to the young man’s room, wrapped around and 

then tapered to an existing walkway.  The ramp was not 

long, only about 28 feet.  But it allowed the mother to take 

her son outside for a little fresh air and sunshine … a 

blessing we take for granted. 

Ramps of 

Grace built two ramps 

in June 2016.  The first of the June ramps was built 

for a family living along Dallas Pike, West Virginia.  

Again, we were asked to help improve accessibility 

for an aging parent.  This ramp was requested by, 

and partially funded by the United Presbyterian 

Church in West Alexander, PA.  The family was 

 

 



 
very gracious and thankful.  The ramp not only improves access to the home, but also 

doubles as an exercise walkway for the parent.  

 We travelled to Carmichaels, PA, for the 

second of the June ramps.  The owner of this 

home was able to secure funding from other local 

sources.  Many recipients ask to donate to the 

construction of their ramps, but this is the first time 

a homeowner was able to pay for all of the 

materials used at their home.  The Carmichaels 

ramp measured 42 feet long, and included a 

double platform at the top to serve as a small deck.  

 July found us building a ramp for a couple in 

Houston, PA.  The husband was confined to a 

wheelchair, and the wife struggled with a cane.  

Perhaps no other ramp was more needed and 

more appreciated than this one.  The ramp 

connected the front porch to the driveway area, 

and totaled 50 feet in length.  Several low hanging 

tree branches had to be removed to allow open 

use of the ramp. 

 Ramps of Grace built one ramp in each of 

September, November and December.  The ramp 

in September helped bring the husband of the 

household home from a Washington care facility.  

To achieve the necessary space, we angled the 

ramp towards the rear of the home before 

reversing it 180 degrees toward the front of the 

home and roadway.  We needed nearly 60 feet of 

ramp to make the turn and achieve the desired 

gradient to the ramp.  The husband was allowed to go home the very next week. 

 Our ministry met some unique challenges with a ramp 

built in November.  The ramp itself was one of the 

shortest ramps we’ve built at only 10 feet.  But tree limbs 

from recent winds and storms damaged the railings on 

the homeowners existing deck.  With a few extra boards 

and a little labor, we were able to fix the railing in addition 

to constructing ramp.  

 

 

 

 



 
 Our last ramp for 2016 was constructed in 

Eighty Four, PA.  We angled off an existing porch 

with 4 modules, a platform and a short transition 

section.  With a good crew on hand, and a level 

yard, we were able to build this ramp in under 3 

hours.  Again, as was a common theme in 2016, 

this ramp was built to help an aging home owner.  

And, like many of the ramps we build, it was 

received with tears of joy in the hearts and eyes of 

the family.    

Of the ramps built in 2016, most helped the elderly gain access to their homes.  

Some actually allowed people to return to their homes from medical care facilities.  A 

couple of ramps helped younger, but physically challenged family members continue to 

live in their homes.  Ramps of Grace also was fortunate to help a Vietnam veteran in 

Muse, PA.  A stairway leading from the house to the garage needed minor repairs.  We 

were able to replace the rotted treads and firm up the railings. 

All of us involved with Ramps of Grace give all the glory to God for providing the 

volunteers and resources required to support this ministry.  Our volunteers perform all 

the planning and construction of these ramps.  Funds needed for supplies are 

graciously accepted from individuals, churches and business donations and grants.  We 

also are very fortunate to receive discounts from local suppliers and businesses.  We 

could not offer this ministry without God’s Grace and the generosity of all those 

involved. 

We always are in need of additional community support, both financially as well 

as volunteers willing to spend a Saturday helping their neighbors.  If you are able to 

support Ramps of Grace, or if you know of a need in our community, please call Ramps 

of Grace, c/o the West Alexander United Methodist Church at (724) 484-9230.   

Rosella A. Ealy 
President 
 

[Ramps of Grace is a nonprofit Christian ministry formed in 2012. Our volunteers come from many 

neighborhoods, churches and backgrounds. Our mission is to construct temporary handicap access 

ramps for those in need.] 

 


