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What the Bible Really Means 
 

The Bible is the foundation of our faith. It points us to Jesus Christ; it shows us the way to 

salvation; it commands complete faithfulness to God. And yet, one of the hardest things to do is 

read it carefully and faithfully to learn what it means for us.  

We hear often people say, “the Bible says. . .” followed by a quote or perhaps a paraphrase 

of a verse or passage as though it is quite simple. Some parts of the Bible are in fact easy to under-

stand. The first commandment (“You shall have no other gods before me”) is one such passage. 

But most of the Bible is actually very complicated because it is about relationships, not rules. What 

does it mean to “love your neighbor as yourself”? To answer that question we must define “love” 

and we must decide who the neighbor is. And that requires us to read and digest much more. 

So, how and why do we read the Bible? It may help to remember that much of Scripture 

has a poetic quality and its meaning cannot be reduced to bullet points about what we believe.  So 

it is important that we read it sometimes not to find an answer to a single question, but simply for 

pleasure: observe its beauty; stand in awe of the mysterious language of redemption; ponder the 

depths of what it means for God to come to us in Jesus Christ. What former U.S. Poet Laureate 

Billy Collins says about reading poetry also applies to reading Scripture. Collins describes his 

work with students on how to read poetry this way: 

 

I ask them to take a poem and hold it up to the light like a color slide or press an ear 

against its hive.  

I say drop a mouse into a poem and watch him probe his way out, or walk inside the poem's 

room and feel the walls for a light switch. 

 I want them to waterski across the surface of a poem waving at the author's name on the 

shore.  

But all they want to do is tie the poem to a chair with rope and torture a confession out of it.  

They begin beating it with a hose to find out what it really means. 

 

Let it not be so for our reading of the Bible! To be sure, the Bible is not like any ordinary poem. 

But it shares with poetry one important characteristic: its truth is deeper than can be expressed in 

an answer to the question, “what does it really mean?” Its truth is, in part, the communication of 

the mystery that God takes pleasure in us. So let us read of the incarnation and the resurrection 

and let the beauty of the Word embrace us.  

 

Blessings, 

Jerome  

 



 

2018 Graduates 
We would like to honor and congratulate our graduates during the  

worship service on June 3, 2018.  A cake and punch reception will follow. 
 

 

  Name ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  School________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  Future plans/Degree ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Please submit names to the office by May 20th! Thank you! 

 

Bellmead’s Spring Fling Vendor & Craft Show 
Open to the public!  Plan a great day out!  Spread the word—invite family & friends! 

Saturday, May 5, 2019 

10:am-2:00pm 

Bellmead Apartments  
815 S. Main St.  

Washington PA  15301 

Come shopping with us! 
Vendors include:  LuLaroe/Origami, Owl/Lipsense, Painted Rocks & anvas/Classic Potholders and Gifts, 

Tupperware/Lion’s Club—Brooms, RADA knives, Koese Nuts, Simply Basic, Bath & Body/Paparazzi 

Jewelry and many more!! 

Plus a huge raffle basket auction. 
For more information please call 724-223-5685 

 

 May Worship Schedule 
6th Psalm 98   Acts 10:44-48   “Even Gentiles” 

 

13th Psalm 1   1 John 5:9-13   “Happy” 

 

20 Psalm 104:24-35  Romans 8:22-27  “The Spirit Groaning” 

 

27 Isaiah 6:1-8   John 3:1-17   “When Uzziah Died” 



      

     Feed my lambs…     

                                       Tend my sheep…     
               Opportunities for you to do God’s work in your world. 
 
 
 
 

McGuffey Food Pantry—Our church is responsible for providing volunteers to work at 

the Food Pantry on Monday, May 14th from 4:30-7:00pm.  Please see John or Jean 

McCullough if you are able to help! 

 

 

 

 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU GOES OUT TO THE FOLLOWING FOR THEIR  

EXTRA  EFFORT TO THE MINISTRY  OF OUR CHURCH: 
 

 

 

~ to our  April Worship Assistants:  Nancy Racunas, Dave Campsey, John McCullough, Eric Nolin,  

   Nancy Brownlee 

~ to all greeters and nursery care providers during April  

~ to June Butler for faithfully arranging for our weekly Greeters,  

~ to the Trustees for hosting the April Coffee Hour,  

~ to Katie Stewart for maintaining our Facebook Page and web-site! 

~ to all who donated items to the McGuffey Food Pantry,  

~ to John & Jeanne McCullough for delivering all of your donations to the Food Pantry, 

~ to all of our links in the prayer chain:  Carolyn Hixenbaugh, Betty McAdoo, John & Jean McCullough,  

   and Karen Reitnauer,  

~ to Rodney Clutter for delivering our recycling to the paper retriever,  

~ to Janice Keeling, Joyce Minteer, and Bob & Cheryl Cumer for being tellers each Sunday morning,  

~ to Janice Keeling for making arrangements for our floral tributes, 

~ to Janice Keeling and Joyce Minteer for preparing Communion,  

~ to Nancy Racunas for attending the meeting to review yearly Session minutes at the Presbytery Center,  

~ to Mary Campsey for planning and all those who have contributed food and worked at the many  

   funeral dinners, 

~ to all those, seen and unseen, who work diligently to further God’s work in and through our church! 
 

 

 

 

VBS Coming Soon! 
 

The ACC has decide that it will not sponsor Vacation Bible School.  We will be holding VBS as usual with help 

from some of the members of the churches, but we still need help from you!  We may need additional volunteers to 

help with preparation and through the VBS week of June 11 through the 15th from 9-11am.  Please see Ethel 

McCarthy or call the church office if you are available!  Thanks! 



               The Mail Box 
 
We would like to thank Rev. Creach the congregation, and the Deacons for the prayers, 
visits, the memorial service, and the meal afterwards.  May god Bless each and every one of you. 
          The Kevin Mounts Family 
 
 
I would like to thank Rev. Creach for the many visits during my two surgeries.  I would also like to thank 
the congregation and Deacons for the many prayers and cards sent to me during those times.  God Bless 
all of you. 
          Jerry Mounts 
 
   

  New Addresses: 
 

  Rick & Genna Steele 

  511 Furlong Court 

  Washington, PA  15301 

  878-218-1688 

 

  Frank & Lavonne Snodgrass 

  175 Vance Station Road 

  Washington, PA  15301 

 

  Please add these to your church directories! 

 
 

FYI: 

 
 Claysville Boro Clean-up Day        Saturday, May 5, 2018 7am-3pm          Questions? Call 724-663-4470. 

 

 Memorial Day Weekend Coffee Break ~ Call Cecil Clark at  724-663–7627 to help or donate cookies! 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to this special offering.  Our total for 2018 was $281.00  



                                                                                     
 

    Remember 

   

  Brooke & Chloe (nieces of June & Gerry Butler)   

  Alan Clutter (brother of Rodney) 

  Tabby Cumer (daughter-in-law of Bob & Cheryl) 

  Martha DeGarmo 

  Joyce Emeterio 

  Debbie Fanning 

  Jody Fletcher (sister of Debbie Fanning) 

  Meade Lacock 

  Kosa Kol Church  

   
                     This list is compiled from the Sunday prayer 
 

 

In Prayer  

 

The Family of Richard Magagnotti 

Marcy (friend of June & Gerry Butler) 

Gene & Denise Rafter 

Geoff Smith 

Ken Walters & Family (friend of Chuck & Sarah Riggs) 

Gary & Helen Whiteman 

All of our Veterans 

All those unemployed 

All those serving in the military  

 
requests, and does not necessarily indicate illness. 

 

Prayer Chain 
     Family members should call the church office at 724-663-7632 with names and situations in need of immediate prayer.    

     The secretary will then notify the first link in the chain.  Thank you! 
 

 

 

 

Pastoral Care 
    Anyone in need of Pastoral Care or visitation should call the church office during regular hours Tuesday through Friday  

    9:00am until Noon, or leave a message.  If you  prefer not to leave a message, or in an after hours or weekend emergency  

    situation, call Rev. Creach 412-266-1842 or 412-837-2524. 
      

 

Flowers 
 

      Anyone who wishes to donate flowers in honor or memory of a loved one may do so by signing up  

      on the sheet located on the main bulletin board.  The price is $20 and should be paid at the time of  

      ordering, to Janice Keeling, who is the coordinator.   

 

 

In Memoriam  

To the Church Triumphant 

Richard A. Magagnotti 

May 10, 1935   ~ April 24, 2018 



 The United Presbyterian Church 
PO Box 496, 134 Wayne St. 
Claysville, PA  15323 
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Come join us for an evening  

of  Dinner & Entertainment  

Wednesday, May 23, 2018! 

 

6:00pm  Baked Steak Dinner $12.00 

 

7:00pm Entertainment by: 

The Waynesburg College Kiltie Band 

Claysville UP Church Handbell Choir  

Claysville UP Church Chancel Choir 

 
Performing Irish & Scottish Music 



VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
June 11-15 from 9-11am  

Helpers needed for all areas!   

See Ethel McCarthy if interested. 

 

Anyone 18 yrs. and older who is planning to help with 

VBS must have their clearances done by June 1st, no 

exceptions! 

                          May  

     Worship Assistants 
 

LITURGIST:   

6th –  Doug Nolin 

13th –  Neil Brownlee 

20th— Genna Steele 

27th— Joyce Zajac 

 

GREETERS:  

6th –  Joyce & Sophia Zajac 

13th –  Nancy & Ray Racunas 

20th—  Sandi Carman & Eva Seybert 

27th— Dick Mellon & Genna Steele 

 

NURSERY CARE: 

6th –  Kathryn Hixenbaugh 

13th –  Mother’s Day—VOLUNTEERS 

20th—  Sandi Carman 

27th— Holiday Weekend—VOLUNTEERS 

 

COFFEE HOUR HOST: 

May 6th –  Deacons 

June 4th –  Choirs 

 

Newsletter Deadline 20th of each month! 

 

 

HAPPY MAY BIRTHDAY TO: 

 

Davis Creach                                        1 

Greg Hickman       2 

Leslie DeGarmo     5 

Justin Hamilton     5 

Tega Post George             5 

Audrey Louise Dehan      7 

Cooper Liam Hillebrand                       7 

Betty McAdoo                          10 

Glenn Mounts               15 

Leo Gregory Kent Brownlee              16 

Page Creach                                        18 

Travis Brownlee              23 

Alexa McNeil               25 

Eric Nolin               25 

Andrea Fanning Krizay             27 

Logan Henry Steele                            27 

Amelia Claire Wainwright                 27 

Morgan DeGarmo              31 
 
 

 

 

Early June Birthdays 
 
 

Patty Bongiorno                1 

Bob Carman      2 

Jacob Dunkle      6 

Merle Timko                                         7 

June Butler      8 

Twila Fanning                 8 

Sheri Hixenbaugh                                 8 

Nathan Dunkle                                      9 

 

 

Book Club! 

May 29th Noon  

at Main St. Cafe 

Don’t Forget!!! 

8 Food Bank workers  

needed May 14th!! 

See John or Jean 

McCullough! 

Church Yard Sale 
June 1  & 2          8am-2pm 

 

Start bringing in your 

treasures and placing 

them in the lower level 

of the Social Hall.  If 

you are able to help, 

please see Cheryl  

Cumer. 


