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Sunday School and the Greatest Commandment  
 

One of the scribes asked Jesus, “What is the greatest commandment,” and he answered by quoting 

Deuteronomy 6:4-5: “Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD alone. You shall love the LORD 

your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might” (Mark 12:29-34). The 

teacher of the Law who had asked the question was impressed with Jesus’ answer and he expressed 

his immediate approval. Indeed, it is hard to argue against the idea that our greatest calling is to love 

God completely. 

 

But how do we do it? It may be helpful to note how the “greatest commandment” continues in Deu-

teronomy 6 by speaking of how we are to pay attention to the demands of such love as we find them 

in the instructions of scripture:  

Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart.  Recite them to your chil-

dren and talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down 

and when you rise.  Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your fore-

head, and write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates (Deuteronomy 6:6-9). 

The Jewish community has always taken the last part of this instruction quite literally. It led to the 

production and wearing of phylacteries, little boxes that contain passages of scripture, and mezuzot, 

canisters with scripture sentences that are affixed to the doorposts of Jewish homes and the gates of 

cities in Israel. The church in general does not share that practice because we have interpreted the 

passage figuratively, not literally. Nevertheless, the first part of this instruction seems quite literal 

and we are remiss if we do not take it seriously: “recite them to your children and talk about them 

when you are at home and when you are away.”  

The responsibility to pass the words of scripture to our children is always with us. But as we begin 

the new church year, and another year of Sunday school we have special opportunities to fulfill this 

calling. Here are just a few things you can do to answer this call: 

•Encourage one child to participate in Sunday school and pledge to read the Bible too! 

•Pray for our Sunday school teachers and tell them you are doing so. 

•Consider serving as a Sunday school teacher or volunteer to be a substitute teacher. 

•Give financially to ensure the ministry to our children and young people will be vibrant for years to 

come. 

God bless you as you commit yourselves to love God with all you have and all you are. 

In Christ, 

Jerome   



 

September Worship Schedule       
 

 2 Song of Solomon 2:8-13  James 1:17-27 “The Voice of the Beloved” 

 

9 Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 James 2:1-10 “A Good Name” 

 

16 Proverbs 1:20-33   James 3:1-12 “The Tongue is a Fire!” 

 

23 Psalm 1    James 3:13-4:3 “Lucky” 

 

30 Psalm 124    Mark 9:38-50 “Whoever Gives a Cup of Water” 

Prayer Chain 
 

The prayer chain has thankfully not been implemented much lately, but there have 

been some changes made and you may be called by someone new.  The prayer chain 

has been revised due to the deaths of two of our links, Ada Margaret Hutchison and 

Anna Palmer.  Marlene Nolin and Sandy Thompson have graciously accepted  

responsibility for those links.   

 

Sunday School 
Sunday School Classes will begin on Sunday, September 9th at 9:45am.  We are happy to 

announce that there will be three levels of class for the children of the church this year along 

with the Adult Class.   Nan  Sekorky will teach the Preschool and Kindergarten level with 

the help of Genna Steele.  Kelly Dunkle will lead the younger elementary age class and Bev-

erly Gashel will work with the older elementary and Middle School class.  Doug Nolin will 

again teach the Adult Class that meets in the church library and it will begin  

September16th. 

 

Special Thanks! 
To Nancy Brownlee for her many years of service as our Disbursing Treasurer and Marlene 

Nolin for her years leading the Pre K & Kindergarten class of our Sunday School.  We sincere-

ly thank them for their time and dedication to the work of the church. 
 

To Tom Teitt who has agreed to take on the task of Disbursing Treasurer.  His willingness to 

serve is greatly appreciated. 



      

   Feed my lambs…     

                                     Tend my sheep…     
               Opportunities for you to do God’s work in your world. 
 
 
 
 

McGuffey Food Pantry—donations are accepted any Sunday, but particularly the second Sunday of 

the month. 

 

Hygiene Kits—The Missional Outreach Committee of the  Presbytery is challenging congre-

gations to assemble hygiene kits for needy communities in the US and around the world.  We 

all will be assembling kits following a covered dish dinner on Sunday, September 9th.  Our 

Mission Committee will purchase the components of the kits since there are specific needs.  

We will assemble 50 kits and need your help by donating $10 or more for each kit.  You may 

write checks to our church and designate “hygiene kit” in the memo area.  Hygiene kits can 

mean the difference between sickness and health for struggling families.  Your kit could find 

its way to Guyana, Syria or Texas.  In 2017, nearly 58,000 kits were sent around the world 

and more than 123, 00 were distributed in the US and Puerto Rico. 

 

 

 

 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU GOES OUT TO THE FOLLOWING FOR THEIR  

EXTRA  EFFORT TO THE MINISTRY  OF OUR CHURCH: 
 

 

 

~ to our  June Worship Assistants:  Doug Nolin, Neil Brownlee, Genna Steele, Joyce Zajac, Cheryl Cumer, 

   Nancy Racunas, John McCullough, Nancy Brownlee,  

~ to all greeters and nursery care providers during July & August, 

~ to June Butler for faithfully arranging for our weekly Greeters,  

~ to Katie Stewart for maintaining our Facebook Page and web-site! 

~ to all who donated items to the McGuffey Food Pantry,  

~ to John & Jeanne McCullough for delivering all of your donations to the Food Pantry, 

~ to all of our links in the prayer chain:  Carolyn Hixenbaugh, Betty McAdoo, John & Jean McCullough,  

   Marlene Nolin, Karen Reitnauer, and  Sandy Thompson, 

~ to Rodney Clutter for delivering our recycling to the paper retriever and extra office help,  

~ to Janice Keeling, Joyce Minteer, and Bob & Cheryl Cumer for being tellers each Sunday morning,  

~ to Janice Keeling for making arrangements for our floral tributes, 

~ to Janice Keeling and Joyce Minteer for preparing Communion,  

~ to Cheryl Cumer who represents the Session at Presbytery meetings,  

~ to Neil & Nancy Brownlee for their work organizing, repairing and generally preparing the basement for Fall  

   Sunday School Classes to begin,  

~ to all those who came and helped with the Trustee work day on Saturday, August18th,  

~ to all those, seen and unseen, who work diligently to further God’s work in and through our church! 
 

 

 

 

THANK YOU! 



               The Mail Box 

 
 
Thanks to the students and staff of Vacation Bible School for the donation of $255.00 to the McGuffey 
Food Pantry.  It is very much appreciated. 
          Sincerely,  
          Norma Plants 
                             Treasurer 
 

I would like to thank the Deacons for the fruit plated that Eve delivered to me.  That was very thoughtful and 
appreciated.  Also the bread that was delivered. 
          Kathy Hixenbaugh 
 
It is with great pleasure that we announce the destination of the Rise Against Hunger meals 

you helped package on 3-17-2018.  A shipping container, holding 285,120 meals, has been sent 

to Mozambique for our partner Adventist Development and Relief Agency.  Since 2005, vol-

unteers like you have helped us distribute over 310 million meals worldwide.  We can end 

hunger by 2030, but we can’t do it without you.  Keep up the great work and spread the 

word—#2030IsPossible. 

          Gratefully,  

          Andrew Moser 
 

Editors Note:  Next year the food packaging program will be held on March 30 at the West Alexander Communi-

ty Center, so mark your calendars! 

 

Ligonier Highland Games 
Saturday & Sunday, September 22 & 23 

Idlewild Park. 
 
The Ligonier Highland games, in its 60th year, is one of the oldest continuous Scottish Highland Games n 

the US, celebrating and promoting the traditions, culture and heritage of Scots and their rich legacy, 

which is deeply entwined with the history of Pennsylvania. 

 

Ticket prices are being cut by $4 n Saturday and $3 on Sunday for advanced purchase of tickets for 

area churches (groups or individuals) through a special promotion with orders place by September 

4th.  Please see the church office for order forms. 

 



                                                                                Remember 

  Jerry Brownlee 

  Lois Brownlee 

  Nancy Brownlee 

  Alan Clutter (brother of Rodney) 

  Bob Cumer 

  Tabby Cumer (daughter-in-law of Bob & Cheryl) 

  Esther Danley 

  Martha DeGarmo 

  Rick & Debbie Fanning 

  The Family of Kaylen Garlow (co-worker of Sheri  

                                                                      Hixenbaugh) 

  Meade Lacock 

  Kosa Kol Church  

   
   

                     This list is compiled from the Sunday prayer 

In Prayer  

JoAnn Lilley (sister of Jean McCullough) 

Natalie 

Gene & Denise Rafter 

The Family of Rev. Giard Sayre 

Nancy Sayre 

Ethan Shriver 

Thai Soccer team trapped in cave 

Geoff Smith 

Afton Tomachesky (granddaughter of Dr. Zeigler) 

Gary Whiteman 

All of our Veterans 

All those unemployed 

All those serving in the military  
 

 

requests, and does not necessarily indicate illness. 

 

Prayer Chain 
     Family members should call the church office at 724-663-7632 with names and situations in need of immediate prayer.    

     The secretary will then notify the first link in the chain.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

Pastoral Care 
    Anyone in need of Pastoral Care or visitation should call the church office during regular hours Tuesday through Friday  

    9:00am until Noon, or leave a message.  If you  prefer not to leave a message, or in an after hours or weekend emergency  

 

Flowers 
 

      Anyone who wishes to donate flowers in honor or memory of a loved one may do so by signing up  

      on the sheet located on the main bulletin board.  The price is $20 and should be paid at the time of  

      ordering, to Janice Keeling, who is the coordinator.   

 

 

In memoriam  

to the Church Triumphant 

 

Glenn W. Mounts 

May 15, 1926 ~ June 22, 2018 

                           

Sincere apologies to the family for printing the wrong date of birth in the July/August Newsletter. 
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 Busy Day September 9th: 
  

 9:45am   Children’s Sunday School  

    Adult Class begins 9-16 

 11:00am  Worship/Children’s Church 

 Noon   Covered Dish Dinner 

 1:00pm  Assemble Hygiene Kits 
 

Watch your bulletins for an upcoming Lasagna Dinner! 



 
 

       Book Club 
  

   Meets the last Tuesday of the  

   month at the Main St. Café at  

   noon! 

 

HAPPY SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY TO: 
 

John Landock                                  2 

Laura McNeil       3 

Adair Creach     5 

Kelly Dunkle                           6 

Makenzie Weaver                                7 

Beth Emeterio               10 

Taylor McNeil               10 

Dorothy Stewart   11 

Braden Alexander   14 

Jennifer Weaver                                  16 

Cheryll Post    17 

Ethel McCarthy   18 

Mason Michael Holdsworth               19 

Mindy Little    20 

Michael Brownlee   21 

Josh Dunkle    21 

Anna Palmer               21 

Sandi Carman               23 

Eden Hertig               25 

Heidi Cook McIntyre                         25 

Amy DeGarmo   27 

Alexander Dunkle                               27 

Katie Carman                                      29 
 

Early October Birthdays: 
 

Emma Campsey     1 

Brett Carman                                        1 

Don Lindsay      3 

Debbie Fanning                                     8 

Gary Whiteman                                     8 

                      SEPTEMBER 
 
             WORSHIP 
  
          ASSISTANTS 

 

LITURGIST:   

2nd– Joyce Zajac 

9th – Cheryl Cumer 

16th  –  John McCullough 

23rd —  Nancy Racunas 

30th—Dave Campsey 

 

GREETERS:   

2nd – Don Hickman & Jerry Mounts 

9th – Jon & Patty Mounts 

16th –  Bob & Phyllis Hamilton 

23rd— Genna Steele & Joyce Zajac 

30th—The Mike Hixenbaugh Family 

 

NURSERY CARE: 

2nd–  Volunteers 

9th –  Picnic   

16th –  Joyce Zajac 

23rd— Kate Weiss 

30th—Kathryn Hixenbaugh 

 

COFFEE HOUR HOST: 

SEPTEMBER 9TH –  Church Picnic—the events 

committee will provide the main dish, others 

should bring their favorite side, salad or dessert! 

October 7th—Sunday School 

 
 

Back Packs & School Supplies— 

 

We collected 17 back packs and additional school  

supplies for the Washington Hospital Teen Outreach.  

Thanks to everyone who participated! 

 

CLAYSVILLE UP FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

Beginning Checkbook Bal.    Collections/Receipts   Expenses               Ending Bal. 

Budget                   $     4,774.12                   $   8,540.22 

Non Budget           $     1,957.35                   $   2,002.26     

TOTALS                      $26,307.49           $     6,731.47                   $ 10,542.48            $22,496.48 

 

These figures are for  July 2018 




