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For the Ministry of the Saints: A Word on Our Congregation’s Stewardship 

                
The members and friends of our congregation – you who are reading this! -- are incredibly generous. In 

the past seven years we have accomplished much together. I am thinking of our renovated kitchen, paved park-

ing lot, new roofs on sanctuary and manse as big projects we have completed and paid for. But maybe more im-

portantly, each year your generosity has made it possible for us to give approximately 10% of our budget to mis-

sions. We have contributed significant amounts to the Heifer project, Stop Hunger, Pine Springs Camp, Ramps 

of Grace, the Kosa Kol church in Ethiopia, and many, many local causes.  Much of our support for these pro-

jects comes through our special offerings and our Benevolence Fund (which is specifically to support missions; 

75% goes to mission efforts in which we combine resources with other churches in our presbytery and our ses-

sion allocates the remaining 25% for local needs that we identify). But I want to say a word about another way 

we participate in cooperative missions.  

 

               As part of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and Washington Presbytery we help support the work of our 

Executive Presbyter, Craig Kephart, we help candidates for ministry in their preparation for ordination, and we 

fund the ministry of Presbyterians on a national and international level. We do this by paying a certain amount 

per member. We call this Per Capita giving. Each congregation in our presbytery has agreed to pay $45 per 

member in 2019. Of that amount, $33.75 directly supports our Presbytery office, especially the salaries of the 

Executive Presbyter and secretary. The remainder goes to the General Assembly ($8.95) and the Synod of the 

Trinity ($2.30).   

 

               You may have noticed that your offering envelopes include one labeled “Per Capita.” I want to be clear 

about this point: Per Capita is not membership dues. In the church we don’t have membership dues or any re-

quired payment to be part of the congregation. The congregation will make one payment this year that totals $45 

per member (about $6000) regardless of whether you give a Per Capita offering. The Per Capita envelop, how-

ever, gives every member an opportunity to designate an offering for that purpose and we invite you to consider 

doing so. If members give a Per Capita offering in addition to their regular giving it will certainly help us meet 

that obligation.    

                

With Per Capita, as with every other aspect of giving, I ask you to consider how God has supplied your 

needs, how God has given you “every blessing in abundance” (2 Corinthians 9:8). Then, prayerfully consider 

what you might give in response.  

 

               I look forward to this year of ministry with you. May God richly bless you.  

 

In Christ, 

Jerome    

 



 

January Worship Schedule 
 
6 Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14  Matthew 2:1-12  “Righteousness Shall Flourish” 

 

13 Psalm 29   Luke 3:15-17, 21-22  “The Disruption of Baptism” 

 

20 Isaiah 62:1-5   John 2:1-11   “Abundant Joy” 

 

27 Psalm 19   Luke 4:14-21   “The Sweetness of Expectations” 

Congregational Meeting January 27th  
 

for the purpose of receiving the 2018 Annual Report! 

 

If you are the Secretary or Treasurer of a group you should submit your annual reports to the church office no 

later than January 23rd. 

Children’s  Church 
 

We are in need of volunteers to lead Children’s Church until Nicole Zajac is able to return from 

maternity leave.  It could be a single volunteer or a team of folks who would take turns.  Please 

see Rev. Creach if you are interested.  Any volunteer must have current clearances. 

 

Installation & Ordination of Officers 
 
The Installation and Ordination of officers for the class of 2021 will take place during the worship service on 

January 13th.  Those installed as Elders are:  Sandi Carman, Jon Mounts and Doug Nolin.  Those installed as 

Deacons are:  Kelly Dunkle & Joyce Emeterio, while Sally Mounts will be ordained.  Members installed as 

Trustees are:  Mark Hamilton, Mike Hixenbaugh, & Rick Steele.  We thank all of them for there willingness to 

serve. 

 

Thank you to all of the outgoing officers:  Joyce Minteer, Patti Mounts, Genna Steele, Mary Campsey, Betty 

McAdoo, Eva Seybert and Neil Brownlee.  We appreciate your many years of service to the United Presbyteri-

an Church of Claysville. 



Christmas Giving Projects 
Our collection of shoes, boots, coats, jackets gloves and hats, as well as money, for the McGuffey 

Teen Action was a great success! 
 

The total collected for the Heifer Project as of December 30th was $2,380, with $1980 undesignat-

ed.  The children’s Sunday School classes will determine which animals will be donated with the 

undesignated amount. 
 

Thanks to everyone for their generosity in supporting both of these endeavors! 

 

    Feed my lambs…    Tend my sheep…     

           Opportunities for you to do God’s work in your world. 
 
 

McGuffey Food Pantry—donations are accepted any Sunday, but particularly the second Sunday of 

the month. 

Mama’s House—donations of the following are needed: 

Twin bed sheets (desperately need fitted)   Twin comforters 

Canned foods—vegies, tuna, spaghetti sauce, etc.  Boxed food—pasta, potatoes, mac& cheese 
Cleaning supplies, dish detergent    Paper towels, toilet paper 

Laundry soap, dryer sheets 

Liquid hand soap      Men’s body wash 

Envelopes & stamps 

Electric carpet cleaner 

Souper Bowl of Caring 
 

 Sunday, February 3, 2019 

 

 Please bring cans of soup wrapped in $1 bills for the McGuffey Food  

 Pantry and place them in our shopping cart! 

 



                

The Mail Box 

 
 In appreciation for the opportunity to celebrate our 50th wedding anniversary in the church where we 
were  married, please accept this gift to be used for the church’s needs. 
 Thank you to the church members for their help and especially Nancy Johnson Racunas for hosting our 
open house. 
         Sincerely,  
         Dave & Cheryl Wheat 
 

 

Thank you very much for the support shown us on the passing of our mother.  Rev. Creach was a 

great comfort to our mom during her last days.  The funeral service was greatly appreciated.  

Please accept this donation to be used as the church desires. 

         The Family of Caroline P. Ashbrook 
 

 

 

 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU GOES OUT TO THE FOLLOWING FOR THEIR  

EXTRA  EFFORT TO THE MINISTRY  OF OUR CHURCH: 
 

~ to our  December Worship Assistants:  Neil Brownlee, Joyce Zajac, Cheryl Cumer, Nancy Racunas,  

   Eric Nolin, & Dave Campsey,     

~ to all greeters and nursery care providers during December, 

~ to June Butler for faithfully arranging for our weekly Greeters,  

~ to Katie Stewart for maintaining our Facebook Page and web-site! 

~ to all who donated items to the McGuffey Food Pantry,  

~ to John & Jeanne McCullough for delivering all of your donations to the Food Pantry, 

~ to all of our links in the prayer chain:  Carolyn Hixenbaugh, Betty McAdoo, John & Jean McCullough,  

   Marlene Nolin, Karen Reitnauer, and  Sandy Thompson, 

~ to Rodney Clutter for delivering our recycling to the paper retriever and extra office help,  

~ to Janice Keeling, Joyce Minteer, for being tellers each Sunday morning,  

~ to Janice Keeling for making arrangements for our floral tributes, 

~ to Janice Keeling and Joyce Minteer for preparing Communion,  

~ to Cheryl Cumer who represents the Session at Presbytery meetings,  

~ to the Events Committee for hosting the December Coffee Hour,  

~ to the Events Committee for providing refreshments after the One Voice Christmas Concert,  

~ to the Events Committee for hosting the Advent luncheon,  

~ to the Paul Stewart, Josh Dunkle, Gilmer, Reitnauer & Shaw, Rick Steele, and Nolin Families for  

   lighting the Advent Wreath, 

~ to Karen, June and the Bell & Chancel Choirs for their special Christmas music,  

~ to Genna Steele (cello), Judy VanKirk (flute) & Sally Mounts (guitar) for their special Christmas music, 

~ to Nicole Zajac & Kelly & Josh Dunkle for the special Sunday School/Children’s Church on December  

   16th,  

~ to all those, seen and unseen, who work diligently to further God’s work in and through our church! 
 

THANK YOU! 



                                                                            Remember  

  Paula Beatty   

  Nancy Brownlee 

  Alan Clutter (brother of Rodney)  

  Bob Cumer 

  Tabby Cumer (daughter-in-law of Bob & Cheryl) 

  Martha DeGarmo 

  Rick & Debbie Fanning 

  Kenna (Great Granddaughter of Chuck & Sarah Riggs) 

  Meade Lacock 
   
 

                   This list is compiled from the Sunday prayer 

In Prayer  

Kosa Kol Church  

Nora Miller 

Cindy Parry (aunt of Jennifer Weaver) 

Keanan McCarthy (nephew of Ethel) 

Ethan Shriver 

Geoff Smith 

All of our Veterans 

All those unemployed 

All those serving in the military  
 

requests, and does not necessarily indicate illness. 

 

 

Prayer Chain 
     Family members should call the church office at 724-663-7632 with names and situations in need of immediate prayer.    

     The secretary will then notify the first link in the chain.  Thank you! 

 

 

Pastoral Care 
    Anyone in need of Pastoral Care or visitation should call the church office during regular hours Tuesday through Friday  

    9:00am until Noon, or leave a message.  If you  prefer not to leave a message, or in an after hours or weekend emergency  

    situation, call Rev. Creach 412-266-1842 or 412-837-2524. 
      

 

Flowers 
 

      Anyone who wishes to donate flowers in honor or memory of a loved one may do so by signing up  

      on the sheet located on the main bulletin board.  The price is $20 and should be paid at the time of  

      ordering, to Janice Keeling, who is the coordinator.   

       

 
 

Oliver Adam Zajac, born December 26, 2018 

Son of Nathan & Nicole Zajac 

Grandson of Mike & Joyce Zajac 

Welcome  
To  
The  

Family 

 

We rejoice in the recent baptisms of  
 

Isabella Sandra Stewart, daughter of Paul & Katie Stewart on December 2, 2018 

 

Quinn Harry Steele, son of Jason & Sophie Steele on December 30, 2018 
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  Joy is the  

  serious business 

  of heaven. 

              - C. S. Lewis
  



 

Annual Reports Due  

January 2oth! 
 

 
  

Congregational Meeting  

January 27th! 

 

LITURGISTS 

6th –  Nancy Brownlee 

13th –  John McCullough 

20th— Joyce Zajac 

27th— Mark Hamilton 

 

GREETERS 

6th— Don Hickman & Harry Thompson 

13th— The Mike Hixenbaugh Family 

20th— The Josh Dunkle Family 

287h— Bob & Phyllis Hamilton 

 

NURSERY CARE  

6th— Cheryl Cumer 

13th—  Mary Campsey 

20th— Nancy Brownlee 

27th— Kelly Dunkle 

 

COFFEE HOUR HOST: 

January 1st – NO COFFEE HOUR  

February 5th – Events Committee 

 

 
 

Newsletter Deadline the 20th of each month! 
 

 

It’s That Time of Year!   
Please submit any changes for the 

church directory as soon as  

possible so that they may be  

included in the Annual Report. 

 
 

 

 

HAPPY JANUARY BIRTHDAY TO: 

 

Chuck Edgar                                         2 

Janet Strauss                 3 

Joe McBride      6 

Hanum Wensil-Strow                           6 

Shari Brownlee     8 

Tyler Dunkle                                       10 

Joyce Minteer               10 

Christopher Mounts              10 

Sara Campsey               13 

Barrett Little               13 

Sam Post    14 

Kimberly Elise Blaskey                      18 

Nancy Brownlee   18 

John McCullough   19 

Ray Racunas                                       19 

Jay Hickman               21 

Karson Hathaway                               23 

Jeanne McCullough   24 

 

Early February Birthdays: 

 

Eva Seybert                 1 

Andrea Rodriguez     3 

Dan Weiss                 3 

Jason Mounts                                        5 

Jacob Brownlee                7 

Shelby DeGarmo                7 

Stephanie Lanoy                                   7 

         

                                                                                     

                  
    

 

 

No Book Club 

January Or February 

January Worship Assistants 

Don’t forget the  

Souper Bowl of Caring  

February 3rd! 


