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The Meaning of Love 
I recently heard some distressing news. The New England Confectionary Company, that makes Sweethearts 

Conversation Candy, has been sold, and the new owners are having production problems. This means that the 

little hearts with messages like “Cutie Pie” and “Be Mine” will be in short supply this month. You may have 

noticed this candy in Ethel’s candy dish during the “month of love” in years past, but you may not see it this 

year. What will we do if Ethel can’t find these little treats?  

This was actually a lead story in a business news report I heard recently (minus the references to Ethel’s desk, 

of course). It got me thinking about how commercial and sentimental our official celebration of love is. Often 

Valentine’s Day expressions of love don’t go much deeper than the messages on Sweethearts candy. Thank-

fully, we have a ready source of information about and articulation of love. Consider 1 John 4:7-12: 

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and 

knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love was revealed 

among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this 

is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 

sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen 

God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

This passage says what is most important about love, in whatever expression it comes to us or from us. Love 

starts with God and God shows his love to us most profoundly in Jesus Christ, who loved us so much he died 

for us. Our love – for ourselves and for others – grows out of our gratitude for God’s grace. Any expression of 

our love testifies to God’s goodness, to God’s love through Jesus Christ. 

I hope you will celebrate love in some way on February 14th this year, and I hope those little candy hearts are 

in Ethel’s dish. But most of all I hope that when we see or hear “love” we will let 1 John 4:7-12 define it for 

us and teach us what it means to love. To love is be part of God, and to submit our lives to God’s will for the 

world, for God is love.   

In Christ’s Love, 

Jerome    

 
February Worship Schedule 
3 Jeremiah 1:4-10 Luke 4:16-30 “Why Do We Have a Pulpit in the Sanctuary?” 

 

10 Isaiah 6:1-13  Luke 5:1-11 “How to Start Again (After Your World Crumbles)”  

 

17 Jeremiah 17:5-10 Luke 6:17-26 “Rooted” 

 

24 Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 Luke 6:27-38 “Is There a Difference Between Judging and Inspecting Fruit?” 



 

    Feed my lambs…    Tend my sheep…     

           Opportunities for you to do God’s work in your world. 
 
 

McGuffey Food Pantry—donations are accepted any Sunday, but particularly the second Sunday of 

the month. 

Mama’s House—donations of the following are needed: 

Twin bed sheets (desperately need fitted)   Twin comforters 

Canned foods—vegies, tuna, spaghetti sauce, etc.  Boxed food—pasta, potatoes, mac& cheese 
Cleaning supplies, dish detergent    Paper towels, toilet paper 

Laundry soap, dryer sheets 

Liquid hand soap      Men’s body wash 

Envelopes & stamps 

Electric carpet cleaner 



                

The Mail Box 

 

 

Dearest Church, 

 

Your name has filled our hearts to bursting with joy again with your Christmas generous monetary 

gift and your many other thoughtful gifts of love as well as your words of encouragement and thanksgiving 

for Jerome as your pastor and me as his "extra" in your Christmas card goodwill wishes for our family.  

And your goodness spread this year to the Pittsburgh Fitness Center where Stan, a faithful singer in 

the group One Voice, met me to sing your accolades in this public space, saying to all around me, how kind 

and loving and full of the Spirit of God you are! How you take such good care of your church and how beauti-

ful it is! How special it was to be in your Christian presence and share your bountiful table with all of you! 

And his question was, When can we return to this special church and worship together again! 

Of course, I smiled like a moonbeam and told him he was experiencing the love we know for years now to 

be among you. I added that he and the One Voice singers would always receive a warm welcome whenever they 

came to fellowship, worship, study, and serve God with you. 

It is such a blessing to feel this way about you. How glad we are to be in God's company to serve you 

and to be served by you.  

They will know we are Christians by our love indeed!  

 
I hope to see you all in 2019. I send you my love and gratitude --  

         Page and Jerome Creach  

 

 

Dear Church Friends, 

Thank you for the very thoughtful gift of a fruit basket, and for Deacon Eva Seybert delivering it.  It was a special 

treat. 

         Happy New Year! 

         Ray Racunas 

 

 

Thank you Deacons for the lovely fruit basket that I was given for my stay in the hospital.  All the fruit was 
delicious and I appreciated it very much. 
         Sincerely , 
           Betty McAdoo 

 

 
Dear Claysville Presbyterian Church Congregation, 

Thank you so much for purchasing gifts for our students.  The “star tree” is just one way that we can show 

under-resourced students that we care during a very special time of the year. We used the money donated 

to buy food.  We appreciate hour help during this wonderful mission. 

         McGuffey Teen Action 

 

 
Editor’s note:   Greetings have been received from the Devine Family and are posted on the church bulletin 

board for those who are interested. 



                                                                            Remember  

  Paula Beatty   

  Brendan & Stacey 

  Nancy Brownlee 

  Alan Clutter (brother of Rodney)  

  Bob Cumer 

  Tabby Cumer (daughter-in-law of Bob & Cheryl) 

  Martha DeGarmo 

  Sue Donaldson (sister of Sandi Carman) 

  Rick & Debbie Fanning 

  Jerry 
     
 

                   This list is compiled from the Sunday prayer 

In Prayer  

Kenna (Great Granddaughter of Chuck & Sarah Riggs) 

Kosa Kol Church  

Meade Lacock 

Ethan Shriver 

Geoff Smith 

John & Joan Snider (aunt & uncle of Rick & Genna  

      Steele) 

All of our Veterans 

All those unemployed 

All those serving in the military  
 

requests, and does not necessarily indicate illness. 

 

Prayer Chain 
     Family members should call the church office at 724-663-7632 with names and situations in need of immediate prayer.    

     The secretary will then notify the first link in the chain.  Thank you! 

 
 

 

 

Pastoral Care 
    Anyone in need of Pastoral Care or visitation should call the church office during regular hours Tuesday through Friday  

    9:00am until Noon, or leave a message.  If you  prefer not to leave a message, or in an after hours or weekend emergency  

    situation, call Rev. Creach 412-266-1842 or 412-837-2524. 
      

      

 

Flowers 
 

      Anyone who wishes to donate flowers in honor or memory of a loved one may do so by signing up  

      on the sheet located on the main bulletin board.  The price is $20 and should be paid at the time of  

      ordering, to Janice Keeling, who is the coordinator.   

       

Daffodils 
Anyone interested in purchasing daffodils is welcome to stop by 

Walker MacCartney Insurance or call (724) 663-7704 to place an 

order. Orders are due February 5, 2019 and checks can be 

made payable to American Cancer Society.  Flowers will arrive 

March 18 – 24, 2019 and donation is $10 per bunch of Daffodils.   
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Souper Bowl of Caring 
 

 Sunday, February 3, 2019 

 

 Please bring cans of soup wrapped in $1 bills for the  

 McGuffey Food Pantry and place them in our shopping  

 cart! 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

           FEBRUARY  

      WORSHIP 

             ASSISTANTS 
 

LITURGISTS: 

3rd – Neil Brownlee 

10th – Doug Nolin 

17th – Genna Steele 

24th – Nancy Racunas 

 

GREETERS: 

3rd – Sandi Carman & Eva Seybert 

10th –  Dave & Mary Campsey 

17th –  Rodney Clutter & Tom Teitt 

24th –  Ray & Nancy Racunas 

 

NURSERY CARE/CHILDREN’S CHURCH: 

3rd –  Joyce Zajac 

10th –  Kathryn Hixenbaugh 

17th –  Sandi Carman 

24th –  Kate Weiss 

 

COFFEE HOUR HOST: 

February 3rd– Events Committee 

March 3rd – Session 
 

Newsletter Deadline 20th of each month! 
 

 

  Book Club 

               No Book Club  

           during February! 

 

HAPPY FEBRUARY BIRTHDAY TO: 
 

Eva Seybert               1 

Andrea Rodriguez              3 

Dan Weiss                          3 

Jason Mounts                                    5 

Caroline Zajac   5 

Arlene Maganotti                              8 

Cheryl Cumer                       10 

Layne Miller                        11 

Thomas Weaver                              14 

Jeanne Miller Rodriguez                15 

Mike Campsey            18 

Sherri Miller                                   19 

Caleb Little                        22 

Michael Holdsworth                       24 

Willow Weiss                                   28 
 

EARLY MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

 

Doug Nolin               1 

Mike Brownlee   2 

Audrey Linville              2 

Rodney Clutter   3 

Matt Steele               3 

Mary Whiteman Saltis             3 

Sophia Zajac                                     3 

Neil Brownlee                         4 

 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU GOES OUT TO THE FOLLOWING FOR THEIR  

EXTRA  EFFORT TO THE MINISTRY  OF OUR CHURCH: 
 

~ to our  January Worship Assistants:  Nancy Brownlee, John McCullough, Joyce Zajac, Mark Hamilton 

~ to all greeters and nursery care providers during January, 

~ to June Butler for faithfully arranging for our weekly Greeters,  

~ to Katie Stewart for maintaining our Facebook Page and web-site! 

~ to all who donated items to the McGuffey Food Pantry,  

~ to John & Jeanne McCullough for delivering all of your donations to the Food Pantry, 

~ to all of our links in the prayer chain:  Carolyn Hixenbaugh, Betty McAdoo, John & Jean McCullough,  

   Marlene Nolin, Karen Reitnauer, and  Sandy Thompson, 

~ to Rodney Clutter for delivering our recycling to the paper retriever and extra office help,  

~ to Janice Keeling, Joyce Minteer, for being tellers each Sunday morning,  

~ to Janice Keeling and Joyce Minteer for preparing Communion,  

~ to Cheryl Cumer who represents the Session at Presbytery meetings,  

~ to all those who stayed after church to put away the Advent decorations,  

~ to all of the secretaries and treasurers who submitted their reports for the Annual Report, 

~ to all those, seen and unseen, who work diligently to further God’s work in and through our church! 

 

THANK YOU! 


