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Lent: Season of Confession, Forgiveness, and Joy 
 

“Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Happy are those to whom the 

Lord imputes no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit” (Psalm 32:1-2).  

 

This month we enter the season of Lent and Lent is often associated with confession of sins and 

seeking God’s forgiveness. We believe we receive forgiveness because of God’s grace. Yet, we often act 

as though forgiveness depends ultimately on our confession and our acts of penance.  

A highly-acclaimed film called “Chocolat” (2000) wonderfully illustrates how people can get 

confession, penance, and grace mixed up. The movie is set in a small town in France in the 1950s. It is 

Lent and a woman and her daughter move into town to open a chocolate shop. The problem is that the 

people of the town are forbidden to indulge in any pleasure and chocolate is a no-no. To observe Lent, 

they have been taught, means to punish yourself and to deny yourself anything that produces laughter 

and celebration. The people of the town are miserable, and they believe they have to be in order to find 

their way to grace. The mayor of the town is also a leader in church and he oversees this flagellate-

yourself-until-you-know-how-unworthy-you-are practice with an iron hand. As people get to know the 

new shop owner and her delicious chocolate, however, they begin to reject the practice in favor of some-

thing more joyful – and tasty. 

The film illustrates two important points about the confession of sin we make during Lent. First, 

we should not turn our confession into a work we do to come closer to God. Our confession simply 

opens our hearts to God to allow God to work on us, and in us, to transform us. Second, the whole point 

of Lent is not punishment, but joy. Joy is the deep assurance that we are forgiven. Confession helps us 

remember that forgiveness is a gift; we don’t earn it through self-denial or any other spiritual practice. 

 None of this is to denigrate the practice of denying ourselves something during Lent, if that deni-

al leads us to greater awareness of grace. In fact, for many people it does just that, and giving up choco-

late is a common way to do it! But remember that the end goal of Lent and confession of sin is the expe-

rience of the fullness of God’s mercy.  

I hope that in the season of Lent you will think about the elements of worship and especially 

about the prayer of confession. Then, practice the prayer of confession – in worship and in your own in-

dividual times of prayer -- with full knowledge of the power of renewal it offers you. We do not claim 

we can ever find favor with God through our exemplary obedience. We claim we know God’s favor as 

grace. As Psalm 32:1 says, “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven.”  

 

In Christ, 

Jerome 



March Worship Schedule 
 

  3 Exodus 34:29-35  Luke 9:28-43  “Shining” 

 

 10 Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16  Luke 4:1-13   “Tempted” 

 

 17 Emily Cooper, Guest Preacher 

 

 24 Isaiah 55:1-9  Luke 13:1-9   “Patience” 

 

 31 Joshua 5:9-12  2 Corinthians 5:16-21 “All Things New” 

 
Lasagna Dinner March 13th!   
Watch your Sunday bulletins for details. 

 

 
 

“Rise Against Hunger” food packaging project 

will be on Saturday, March 30th at the West Alexander Community Center. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Easter Flowers 
 

If you would like to order a flower in Memory or in Honor of a loved one, please complete the form below and 
return it to Ethel McCarthy no later than March 17, 2019. 
 
In Memory of:_______________________________________________________________ 
 
In Honor of:________________________________________________________________ 
 
Given by:__________________________________________________________________ 
 

# Tulips  @ $6.50_________     # Lilies  @$10.00_________ 
 

              Please indicate if you would like the flower(s) to be given to a shut-in.             (  ) yes        (  ) no 
 

Please make checks payable to Claysville UP Church Deacon’s Fund. 



 

    Feed my lambs…    Tend my sheep…     

           Opportunities for you to do God’s work in your world. 
 

McGuffey Food Pantry—donations are accepted any Sunday, but particularly the second Sunday of 

the month. 

Food:  peanut butter & jelly, high protein canned foods such as chicken & tuna 

Paper products:  toilet paper, paper towels, Kleenex, napkins 

Cleaning products:  kitchen cleaners, bathroom cleaners, hand soap, dish soap  

Personal care:  toothpaste, toothbrushes, combs & brushes 
 

Mama’s House (Specialized Veteran & Elder Care)—donations of the following are needed: 

Twin bed sheets (desperately need fitted)   Twin comforters 

Canned foods—vegies, tuna, spaghetti sauce, etc.  Boxed food—pasta, potatoes, mac & cheese 
Cleaning supplies, dish detergent    Paper towels, toilet paper 

Laundry soap, dryer sheets     Liquid hand soap  

Envelopes & stamps      Men’s body wash 

Electric carpet cleaner 

 

McGuffey Senior Center—the roof needs to be repaired.  The County received a bid of $2,795.00 

and will pay half, while the center will pay the other half ($1,397.00). They are looking for donations to help 

meet their obligation.  Please contact Cecil Clark at 724-663-7627 if you ae able to contribute. 

 

Meals on Wheels—If you would like to volunteer within the McGuffey area, please contact Tammy 

Thompson, Center Coordinator, at the Claysville/McGuffey Senior Cent at 724-663-4202. 

 

McGuffey Cares for Kids—A Care Room has been organized at the Claysville Elementary School 

that offers clothing, food and toiletries for any student, as needed.  Their goal is to make sure each student 

has the basic needs in order for them to attend and be successful in the school environment.  Blow is a list of 

items requested.  Contact Deanna Clark or Erin Doncals at 412-997-1054 or doncalse@mcguffey.k12.pa.us 

Food items:  soup, pasta, pasta sauce, granola bars, corn, microwave rice, green beans, Pop Tarts, stuffing, 

instant mashed potatoes, peanut butter, jelly, pancake mix, syrup, cereal (single packs), ramen noodles, mac 

& cheese (single packs) 

Toiletry items:  bar soap, shampoo, wash cloths, toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, hairbrushes 

Clothing Items:  (new or gently used shoes and clothing for school-aged children will be gladly accepted) 

socks, t-shirts, sweatpants, sweatshirts, shorts, jeans, sneakers, underwear (new), winter coats, hats & gloves 



                

The Mail Box 
 

 
 
Many thanks to the Mounts Family Singers for sharing their talents with us during worship on 
December 31st! 
         Eva Seybert 
 

 

Thank you so very much for all of your love and support in Bob’s battle.  For the visits, phone 

calls, cards and so many prayers.  Scans on the sixteenth were clear!  Does not need to see sur-

geon for six months.  So many answered prayers! 

         Thank you all,  

         Bob & Cheryl Cumer 

 

 

Thank you for your financial support of Pine Springs Camp during 2018.  There were many incredi-

ble blessings this past year including the completion of the Faith for the Future Campaign and the 

first full summer of using The Refuge!  We are extremely blessed to have faithful and generous 

individuals support our ministry each year.  Your gift(s) have allowed us to improve facilities, in-

crease program options and continue to teach all campers about the love of Christ.  May God Bless 

You!  Thank you for being a blessing to the ministry of Pine Springs Camp! 

 

 

 

Dear Partners in God’s Mission, 

Thank you, so much, for your congregation’s commitment to the ministry of Jesus Christ 

through Presbyterian Mission.  Gifts from congregations, like yours, make a difference in the 

lives of people around the corner and around the world.  As 2019 begins, we are encouraged by 

God’s faithfulness, signaled by the recent support we have received from you.  Because of you 

the world is waking up to new possibilities in Jesus Christ. 

 

The generosity of your congregation has provided the following support: $495.18 for Shared 

Mission Support. 

 

Thank you once again for your support, dedication and partnership in furthering God’s mission 

around the world.  You are a valued partner.  Please let me know how I can support your efforts. 

 

         Yours in Christ,  

         Lynne Foreman 

         Mission Engagement Advisor 
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Ash Wednesday Services 
March 6, 2019 

Noon—Methodist Church—devotion & distribution of ashes, followed by Stone Soup  

                                              Lunch, love offering accepted.  Everyone welcome! 

 

7:00pm—Baptist Church—service & distribution of ashes.  Open to the community. 
 

Lenten Luncheons 
 

        March 13 Methodist Church—Pastor Scott Lawrence 

                      20 Sacred Heart—speaker to be determined 

                      27 Presbyterian Church—Rev. Dr. Jerome Creach 

        April      3 Christian Church—Pastor Mike Matthews 

                     10 Presbyterian Church—speller t be determined 

 

All lunches begin at noon and are followed by devotions and a hymn sing. 



 

 
 

March Worship  
Assistants 

 

LITURGIST:   

3 – Joyce Zajac 

10 –  Dave Campsey 

17 –  John McCullough 

24— Nancy Brownlee 

31—Mark Hamilton 

 

GREETERS : 

3 –  Jean McCullough & Doug Nolin  

10–  Joyce Emeterio & Joyce Zajac 

17 –  Kathy Hixenbaugh & Jerry Mounts 

24 – Neil & Nancy Brownlee 

31—Jon & Patty Mounts 

 

NURSERY CARE : 

3 –  Genna Steele 

10 –  Sheri Hixenbaugh 

17 –  Kelly Dunkle 

24— Mary Campsey 

31—Cheryl Cumer 

 

COFFEE HOUR HOST: 

March 3rd — Session 

April 7th — Trustees 

 

 

HAPPY MARCH BIRTHDAY TO: 

 

Doug Nolin             1  

Rodney Clutter            3 

Matthew Steele            3 

Mary Whiteman Saltis           3 

Sophia Nicole Zajac                                    3 

Neil Brownlee                        4 

Lori Sampson                       15 

Alyssa Mary Landis                                    18 

Karen Reitnauer           18 

Jordan Sibert                                               18 

Miranda Hickman           25 

Taylor Sibert                       25 

Lance Cook            26 

Allison Sampson           26 

Owen Hixenbaugh           29 

Abigail Rose Wainwright                           29 
 

 

 

Early April Birthdays 
 

 

 

Gerry Butler             2 

Mark Miller             6 

Molly Campsey            7 

Everett Miller                                              7 

Rick Steele             7 

       

 Book Club 
           

The Book Club will 

resume  

meeting in April! 

 

Daylight Savings time  

begins March 10th! 

 
 

The church rummage sale 
will be here before you know 
it!  Start saving your treas-
ures! Items may 
be brought in  
after Sunday 
school breaks 
for the  
summer. 

Souper Bowl 

of Caring 
We collected 20 cans and $141.00 

for the McGuffey Food Bank! 


