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True Freedom, Including Financial Freedom 
 
 In the past few years I’ve become interested in the idea of financial freedom, partly because I realize how 

many people struggle with finances. As I think about this subject, I can’t help but connect it to the larger ideas of 

freedom we read about in the Bible. I’ve come to believe that they are intimately connected. Here’s what I mean. 

 Many people in our society struggle with finances, and there are a variety of reasons for this. One reason 

many people struggle financially is that they take on too much debt. Credit card debt is especially problematic be-

cause that usually means a person has borrowed money to pay for ordinary expenses: food, clothing, dance classes, 

vacations. These kinds of debts have a way of snowballing and before you know it the person with the debt feels 

like a slave to it. In fact, that’s what they are!  

 Now, let’s connect this mundane kind of slavery to the real slavery we read about in the book of Exodus. 

The Israelites were slaves to Pharaoh. They worked to build his empire, to construct his cities, and to enhance his 

power. That’s how slavery works, whether it’s slavery to debt or to an Egyptian king. None of their work benefit-

ted them. It was oppressive and humiliating. So, God sent Moses to bring the Israelites out of Egypt.  

 But there’s something interesting about this part of the story that many readers don’t notice. God tells Mo-

ses to go to Pharaoh and say, “Israel is my firstborn son. . .Let my son go that he may worship me” (Exodus 4:23). 

Similar statements appear throughout the story (see Exodus 5:1). God demanded Pharaoh let the Israelites go so 

that they might serve God. This is one of the key points in the exodus story: the Israelites couldn’t serve God as 

long as they were slaves to Pharaoh. This is true of any slavery. Being a slave to anything other than God hinders 

us from serving God. We may be slaves to many things, but it so happens that many people are slaves to the debt 

or the financial obligations they have accrued. Being free from this, or any servitude, allows us to serve God. Serv-

ing God gives us our true freedom.  

 This connection between freedom and serving God has also led me to recommend to many people the fi-

nancial advice of Dave Ramsey. Dave helps people become financially independent through what he calls “baby 

steps.” These are six simple steps to paying off debt, building wealth, and becoming free from the tyranny of mon-

ey. I like this advice in general, but what I like best is the overarching reason for it: being financially independent 

allows a person to be generous, to give to others, to give to the church, to help advance the kingdom of God. You 

can find Dave Ramsey’s advice on his website (daveramsey.com) or in his book, The Total Money Makeover. We 

have a copy in our library, and there is a copy in the office for anyone who wants to take it. Take it, read it, and 

pass it on to someone else.  

 There are other ways to find financial freedom other than through Dave Ramsey’s system. Some of you 

already live out the truths he espouses and could in fact teach his seminars! I have seen your generosity – your ser-

vice to God – made possible by your financial freedom. The main point is that anything that enslaves us keeps us 

from serving God. So let us find our freedom and our true selves as people indebted to God through Jesus Christ 

and let us serve him only.  

 

In Christ, 

Jerome   



May Worship Schedule 
 

5 Psalm 30  Acts 9:1-20   “What is Jesus Doing?” 

 

12 Psalm 23  Revelation 7:9-17  “The Lamb Who is Our Shepherd” 

 

19 Psalm 148  Revelation 21:1-6  “The Final Act” 

 

26 Psalm 67  Revelation 21:22-22:5  “Seeing God Face to Face” 

 

Association of Claysville Churches  

Roast Beef Dinner 
 

Saturday, May 4, 2019           4-7pm 
 

Claysville United Methodist Church 

1279 Route 40, 15323  

724-663-4439 
 

Cost:  $11—checks may be written to the Association of Claysville Churches 

Take-outs available. 
 

Proceeds benefit the Good Samaritan Fund. 

OUR CHURCH NEEDS TO PROVIDE 7 PIES AND WORKERS.   

 

“Garden of Weedin’” 
 

Wednesday, May 1, 2019 
UP Church of Claysville 

 

 Dinner at 6:00pm                               Entertainment at 7:00pm 
 

Chicken & Ham Loaf Dinner $12 
 

Entertainment by the Bell & Chancel Choirs. 
 

No take-outs  after 5:30pm. 



 

    Feed my lambs…    Tend my sheep…     

           Opportunities for you to do God’s work in your world. 
 

McGuffey Food Pantry—donations are accepted any Sunday, but particularly the second Sunday of the 

month. 

Food:  peanut butter & jelly, high protein canned foods such as chicken & tuna 

Paper products:  toilet paper, paper towels, Kleenex, napkins 

Cleaning products:  kitchen cleaners, bathroom cleaners, hand soap, dish soap  

Personal care:  toothpaste, toothbrushes, combs & brushes 
 

Mama’s House (Specialized Veteran & Elder Care)—donations of the following are needed: 

Twin bed sheets (desperately need fitted)   Twin comforters 

Canned foods—vegies, tuna, spaghetti sauce, etc.  Boxed food—pasta, potatoes, mac & cheese 

Cleaning supplies, dish detergent    Paper towels, toilet paper 

Laundry soap, dryer sheets     Liquid hand soap  

Envelopes & stamps      Men’s body wash 

Electric carpet cleaner 

 

Meals on Wheels—If you would like to volunteer within the McGuffey area, please contact Tammy 

Thompson, Center Coordinator, at the Claysville/McGuffey Senior Cent at 724-663-4202. 

 

McGuffey Cares for Kids—A Care Room has been organized at the Claysville Elementary School that 

offers clothing, food and toiletries for any student, as needed.  Their goal is to make sure each student has 

the basic needs in order for them to attend and be successful in the school environment.  Blow is a list of 

items requested.  Contact Deanna Clark or Erin Doncals at 412-997-1054 or doncalse@mcguffey.k12.pa.us 

Food items:  soup, pasta, pasta sauce, granola bars, corn, microwave rice, green beans, Pop Tarts, stuffing, 

instant mashed potatoes, peanut butter, jelly, pancake mix, syrup, cereal (single packs), ramen noodles, mac 

& cheese (single packs) 

Toiletry items:  bar soap, shampoo, wash cloths, toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, hairbrushes 

Clothing Items:  (new or gently used shoes and clothing for school-aged children will be gladly accepted) 

socks, t-shirts, sweatpants, sweatshirts, shorts, jeans, sneakers, underwear (new), winter coats, hats & gloves. 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing—Each gift helps to improve the lives of people in challenging situations 

through three impactful programs:  Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger program, & Self-

development of People. 



 

Sunday School Recognition 
Sunday, May 19th 

 

The teachers and participants in our Sunday School will be  

recognized during the worship service. 
 

This will be the last Sunday for classes  

and Children’s Church until Fall. 

  Church Yard Sale 
     June 7  & 8          8am-2pm 
 

You may start bringing in your treasures and placing them in the lower  

level of the Social Hall on May 20th.  If you are able to help, please see  

Cheryl Cumer. 

 

LIVING WATERS FOR THE WORLD 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

June 17-21 from 9-11am  
 

We will explore the creating of clean water systems for developing countries around the world. 
 

Helpers needed for all areas!   

See Ethel McCarthy if interested. 
 

Anyone 18 yrs. and older who is planning to help with VBS 

must have their clearances done by June 1st. 

 

Please join us on June 9th for a Carnival as we celebrate Nate Dunkle’s 

10th Birthday!   

The celebration will be held at the Dunkle home, 2255 The Circle, Washington, PA.  We will have a face 

painter, balloon artist, a Kona Ice truck, carnival games and prizes!  We will also have a special visit from 

Nate's favorite-Santa!  The carnival will run from 2:00 pm to 4:00pm with dinner after the carnival!  We 

are requesting no gifts.  If you would like to honor Nate in a monetary way, you can visit http://

www.marshallsmith.org and make a donation to further the research into his condition.  Our family is over-

joyed to have the opportunity to celebrate 10 years of Nate's life!  We would like to have all of you come 

to eat, celebrate and visit and know how much we truly appreciate all of the love, prayers and support that 

you have all given us over the years!  Please RSVP to Kelly by call or text to 724-986-5266. 

http://www.marshallsmith.org/
http://www.marshallsmith.org/


                

The Mail Box 
 

Dear Cheryl, 

 What a great day we all witnessed yesterday!  Over 188 folks were signed in , 27 from your 

church.  There may have been others, too, who didn’t sign. 

 We collected $15,130.00 which paid for 45,900 meals.  Next year, our tentative date is 

March 28, 2020. 

 Please thank your folks for their contributions and their presence on packing day.  It is a 

2-fold event, and so far, we are able to get plenty of help to do the work.  We had lots of young 

ones there yesterday, and “Wow” did they work!  The put stickers on boxes before we even got 

started, then their little feet really did a great job (for 2 1/2 hours).  Was wonderful 

 I so much appreciate your support.  Over 8 years, we have raised $110,000.00 and have 

packed 400,000 meals.  Not too shabby for small-town churches. 

           Thanks again, 

           Anita 

  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Please add this change to your directories! 

 
  Nathan & Nicole Zajac 

  2970 Green Valley Road 

  Claysville, PA  15323 

 
   

McGuffey Food Pantry—donations are accepted any Sunday, but particularly 

the second Sunday of the month. 

Food:  peanut butter & jelly, high protein canned foods such as chicken & tuna 

Paper products:  toilet paper, paper towels, Kleenex, napkins 

Cleaning products:  kitchen cleaners, bathroom cleaners, hand soap, dish soap  

Personal care:  toothpaste, toothbrushes, combs & brushes 

Our Church is responsible for supplying 8 workers for the Food Pantry on 

Monday, May13th from 4-7pm!  Please see John or Jean McCullough if you 

are able to volunteer.  Thank you! 



                                                                            Remember  

  Juliana Bach  (friend of Erin Mounts) 

  Paula Beatty   

  Alan Clutter (brother of Rodney)  

  Bob Cumer 

  Tabby Cumer (daughter-in-law of Bob & Cheryl) 

  Rick & Debbie Fanning 

  Kenna (Great Granddaughter of Chuck & Sarah Riggs) 

  Kosa Kol Church  

  Meade Lacock 

  Chuck Riggs 

 

                                      This list is compiled from the Sunday prayer 

In Prayer  

Sarah Riggs 

Mary Whiteman Saltis 

Ethan Shriver 

Geoff Smith 

The Family of Buzzy Stevens (partner of Debbie Hixen-

baugh) 

Janet Strauss 

All of our Veterans 

All those unemployed 

All those serving in the military  

 

requests, and does not necessarily indicate illness. 

 

 

Prayer Chain 
     Family members should call the church office at 724-663-7632 with names and situations in need of immediate prayer.    

     The secretary will then notify the first link in the chain.  Thank you! 

 
 

 

 

Pastoral Care 
    Anyone in need of Pastoral Care or visitation should call the church office during regular hours Tuesday through Friday  

    9:00am until Noon, or leave a message.  If you  prefer not to leave a message, or in an after hours or weekend emergency  

    situation, call Rev. Creach 412-266-1842 or 412-837-2524. 
      

      

 

Flowers 
 

      Anyone who wishes to donate flowers in honor or memory of a loved one may do so by signing up  

      on the sheet located on the main bulletin board.  The price is $20 and should be paid at the time of  

      ordering, to Janice Keeling, who is the coordinator.   

       

 

 

 Augustine Bell  

Son of Chris and Angela Bell 

Welcome  
to  
the  

Family 
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                          May  
          Worship  
        Assistants 

LITURGIST:   

5th –  John McCullough 

12th –  Dave Campsey 

19th— Mark Hamilton  

26th— Nancy Brownlee 

 

GREETERS:  

5th –  Bob & Cheryl Cumer 

12th –  Dave & Mary Campsey 

19th—  The Dunkle Family 

26th— Ray & Nancy Racunas 

 

NURSERY CARE: 

5th –  Kathryn Hixenbaugh 

12th –  Mother’s Day—VOLUNTEERS 

19th—  Sandi Carman 

26th— Holiday Weekend—VOLUNTEERS 

 

COFFEE HOUR HOST: 

May 5th –  Choirs   

June 2nd –  Deacons 

 

Newsletter Deadline 20th of each month! 

 

 

HAPPY MAY BIRTHDAY TO: 

 

Davis Creach                                        1 

Greg Hickman       2 

Audrey Louise Dehan      7 

Cooper Liam Hillebrand                       7 

Betty McAdoo                          10 

Leo Gregory Kent Brownlee              16 

Page Creach                                        18 

Alexa McNeil               25 

Eric Nolin               25 

Andrea Fanning Krizay             27 

Logan Henry Steele                            27 

Amelia Claire Wainwright                 27 
 
 

 

 

Early June Birthdays 
 
 

Patty Bongiorno                1 

Bob Carman      2 

Jacob Dunkle      6 

Merle Timko                                         7 

June Butler      8 

Twila Fanning                 8 

Sheri Hixenbaugh                                 8 

Nathan Dunkle                                      9 

 

 

 

Book Club! 

May 28th Noon  

at Main St. Cafe 

Don’t Forget!!! 

8 Food Bank workers  

needed May 13th!! 

See John or Jean 

McCullough! 

 

CLAYSVILLE UP FINANCIAL UPDATE 

 

Beginning Checkbook Bal.    Collections/Receipts   Expenses            Ending Bal. 

Budget                   $   6,579.49           $   9,125.53 

Non Budget           $   3,411.51           $   2,515.00 

TOTALS                      $29,534.05           $   9,991.00                    $ 11,640.53    $27,884.52 

 

These figures are for February 2019 


