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What the Ethiopians Can Teach Us  
(about Ourselves) 

 
 Last Sunday our Session heard a report on the work of our mission partners in Ethiopia, and we were 

stunned by the growth of the church there. In the twenty-five years since our congregation and other church-

es in Washington Presbytery began to support the ministry of our sisters and brothers in the South West 

Bethel Synod the Presbyterian churches in that part of Ethiopia grew from 30,000 members to nearly 

400,000! A full report is included later in the newsletter.   
 

 As amazed as we were about the growth of the church in Ethiopia, we were also somewhat discour-

aged by the numbers in Washington Presbytery during that same period. In the past twenty-five years Wash-

ington Presbytery has decreased from roughly 30,000 communicants to 7,000 today. This kind of compari-

son is common. We regularly hear that the church is growing by leaps and bounds in Asia and Africa, but it 

is steadily declining in North America and Europe.  
 

 These numbers, however, do not tell the whole story. We also learned that our Ethiopian partners en-

vy us for at least two characteristics of our churches: our pastors are well-educated and prepared to lead their 

congregations in worship, study, and discipleship; and our core members understand their faith and have a 

deep commitment to it. The South West Bethel Synod does not have the means to train its pastors adequate-

ly. Thus, the call for us as mission partners to help fund a seminary faculty person in Ethiopia (listen in the 

months ahead for ways to contribute to that effort). 
 

 So, our Ethiopian mission partners are teaching us something about ourselves and helping us to hear 

God’s call for our ministry in southwestern Pennsylvania. The obvious lesson in our declining numbers is to 

take the Gospel to more people in our region and to try to instill in more people the need to and benefit of 

gathering regularly for worship, study and fellowship. Members of the Session are beginning to talk about 

how we can do just that. But what the Ethiopians tell us about our strengths is equally important. We are 

blessed with many committed members who pray and study God’s word diligently. As I write this four of 

our members are doing mission work in West Virginia. They are living the Good News that God came to 

give us life, abundant and eternal, as they share their faith with people in need.  
 

Let us give thanks for our members who give of themselves to teach children and adults in Christian 

education, feed the hungry, visit the sick, and offer hope to our community in Jesus’ name.  We have much 

work to do in order to answer God’s call to us to be his witnesses. But we have abundant riches to do that 

work.  

 

In Christ, 

Jerome  



Summer Worship Schedule 
 

July  
7 Psalm 30   Galatians 6:7-17  “Out of the Depths” 

 

14 Psalm 82   Luke 10:25-37   “Who is My Neighbor?” 

 

21 Psalm 52   Colossians 1:15-28  “Has Anyone Betrayed You?” 

 

28 Psalm 85   Luke 11:1-13   “The Friend at Midnight” 

 

August  
4 Hosea 11:1-11   Luke 12:13-21   “The Rich Fool” 

  

11 Isaiah 1:1, 10-20  Luke 12:32-40   “Do Not Worry” 

 

18 Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19  Hebrews 11:29-12:2 “Set Aside Every Weight” 

 

25 Jeremiah 1:4-10  Luke 13:10-17  “Called” 

 

  

Pine Springs Camp 
Brochures outlining the many opportunities at Pine Springs are available in the church office. 

 

The Session has approved paying 1/2 the tuition for any of our children who would like to attend.   

See Rev. Creach if you are interested. 

 

Help encourage the Summer Staff 

Our counselor is Dan Kephart, the Men’s Director, from Waynesburg University. 

Send correspondence to:   

  Dan Kephart 

  Pine Springs Camp 

  PO Box 186 

  371 Pine Springs Camp Road 
  Jennerstown, PA  15547 

 

Notes may be sent between May 29th and August 7th. 

 

 



 

    Feed my lambs…    Tend my sheep…     

           Opportunities for you to do God’s work in your world. 
 

McGuffey Food Pantry—donations are accepted any Sunday, but particularly the second Sunday of 

the month. 

Food:  peanut butter & jelly, high protein canned foods such as chicken & tuna 

Paper products:  toilet paper, paper towels, Kleenex, napkins 

Cleaning products:  kitchen cleaners, bathroom cleaners, hand soap, dish soap  

Personal care:  toothpaste, toothbrushes, combs & brushes 

Mama’s House (Specialized Veteran & Elder Care)—donations of the following are needed: 

Twin bed sheets (desperately need fitted)   Twin comforters 

Canned foods—vegies, tuna, spaghetti sauce, etc.  Boxed food—pasta, potatoes, mac & cheese 
Cleaning supplies, dish detergent    Paper towels, toilet paper 

Laundry soap, dryer sheets     Liquid hand soap  

Envelopes & stamps      Men’s body wash 

Electric carpet cleaner 

 

 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU GOES OUT TO THE FOLLOWING FOR THEIR  

EXTRA  EFFORT TO THE MINISTRY  OF OUR CHURCH: 
 

~ to our  June Worship Assistants:  Doug Nolin, Neil Brownlee, Cheryl Cumer, Joyce Zajac, and  

   Genna Steele, 

~ to all greeters and nursery care providers during June, 

~ to June Butler for faithfully arranging for our weekly Greeters,  

~ to Katie Stewart for maintaining our Facebook Page and web-site! 

~ to all who donated items to the McGuffey Food Pantry,  

~ to John & Jeanne McCullough for delivering all of your donations to the Food Pantry, 

~ to all of our links in the prayer chain:  Carolyn Hixenbaugh, Betty McAdoo, John & Jean McCullough,  

   Marlene Nolin, Karen Reitnauer, and  Sandy Thompson, 

~ to Rodney Clutter for delivering our recycling to the paper retriever and extra office help,  

~ to Janice Keeling, Joyce Minteer, for being tellers each Sunday morning,  

~ to Janice Keeling for making arrangements for our floral tributes, 

~ to Janice Keeling and Joyce Minteer for preparing Communion,  

~ to Cheryl Cumer who represents the Session at Presbytery meetings,  

~ to the Deacons for the June Coffee Hour,  

~ to all those who helped with Vacation Bible School,  

~ to all those, seen and unseen, who work diligently to further God’s work in and through our church! 
 

THANK YOU! 



The Mail Box 
 
Thank you very much for the use of your kitchen! 
        Tammy Lindley & Canning Class 2019 
                                                            Nancy B., Danielle Lucas, Amanda Martin,  
                                                            Paul & Barbara VanEtten 
 
 

To Rev. Creach, Ethel, and everyone who prepared food for Buzz Stevens’ memorial service: 
Thank you so very much.  Everything was so nice and the food was delicious.  It is appreciated more 
than you will ever know. 
        Thank you, 
        Debbie Hixenbaugh  
 
 

 A big thank you from the Rack Pack Relay for Life team for your donation to 
ACS and support to our team. 
 It is great to know that together someday there will be a cure.  Fight the fight and 
find a cure. 
        Love & Prayers,  
        Deb Fanning and the Rack Pack Team 
        Only look back to see how far you have come! 
 
 

Thank you for helping us “Win a Child…” through Camp Scholarships and programs!  God Bless you! 
          In and for Christ,  
        Cathy Garber, Executive Director 
                                                            Camp Cornerstone 
 
Thank you all so much for the wonderful lunch you served and to “everyone”, the 
ones who parked cars, served the cold drinks, workers in the kitchen and clean-up 
crew, and anyone I might have missed that helped with the H. Meade Lacock memo-
rial service. 
        God’s Blessings, 
        Cora Brownlee 
 
Dear Church Family,  

Just wanted to send you a little thank you for all you did for my church (Claysville Chris-

tian).  You opened your doors and your kitchen and your hearts to us.  What a beautiful way 

to show God’s love.  Everything for Pastor Meade’s service was beautiful.  God bless you all. 

        Love in Christ 

        Brenda McAdoo 



                                                                            Remember  

  Barbara Jean (niece of June & Gerry Butler)   

  Paula Beatty   

  Alan Clutter (brother of Rodney)  

  Tabby Cumer (daughter-in-law of Bob & Cheryl) 

  Rick & Debbie Fanning 

  The Family of Jerry Frazee 

  The Family of Peggy Guy 

  Kenna (Great Granddaughter of Chuck & Sarah Riggs) 

  Kosa Kol Church  

  Family of Meade Lacock 

   

   

                                      This list is compiled from the Sunday prayer 

In Prayer  

JoAnn Lilley (sister of Jean McCullough) 

Mission of the Good Shepherd in Belize 

Ray Racunas 

Mary Whiteman Saltis 

Ethan Shriver 

Geoff Smith 

All of our Veterans 

Catherine Williams 

All those unemployed 

All those serving in the military  

 

 

requests, and does not necessarily indicate illness. 

 

Prayer Chain 
     Family members should call the church office at 724-663-7632 with names and situations in need of immediate prayer.    

     The secretary will then notify the first link in the chain.  Thank you! 
 

 

Pastoral Care 
    Anyone in need of Pastoral Care or visitation should call the church office during regular hours Tuesday through Friday  

    9:00am until Noon, or leave a message.  If you  prefer not to leave a message, or in an after hours or weekend emergency  

 

Flowers 
 

      Anyone who wishes to donate flowers in honor or memory of a loved one may do so by signing up  

      on the sheet located on the main bulletin board.  The price is $20 and should be paid at the time of  

      ordering, to Janice Keeling, who is the coordinator.   

       

 

Special Summer Music 
 
The Choirs will be taking the summer off, as usual.  If you know of anyone that would be available or if 

there is someone that has provided special music in the past that you would like to hear again, please see 

Karen Reitnauer or call her at 724-663-3686!  
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  Buzzy’s Prayer 

   Thank you Lord,  
      for watching over us. 
     Through our task,  
    You make us victorious. 
  We praise Your name,  
    most great and glorious. 
  Thank  you Lord,  
    for one more day. 



 

          JULY  

   WORSHIP  

       ASSISTANTS  
LITURGISTS: 

7th–  Nancy Racunas 

14th –  Dave Campsey 

21st –  Mark Hamilton 

28th— Nancy Brownlee 

 

GREETERS: 

7th–  John & Jean McCullough 

14th –  Bob & Cheryl Cumer 

21st –  Janice Keeling & Joyce Minteer 

28th— Doug & Marlene Nolin 

 

NURSERY CARE: 

7th–  Volunteers 

14th –  Ethel McCarthy 

21st –  Kate Weiss 

28th—Nicole Zajac 

 
 

NO COFFEE HOUR  

JULY OR AUGUST 
 

 

 

 

 

Rummage Sale 

 

Thank you to all who participated in the Yard Sale as workers, donators, and/or 

buyers!  It was a huge success, raising $1,915.00.  And if you missed out and still 

have some “treasures” around your house, another sale is being planned for the 

Fall!   

    

 
 

HAPPY JULY BIRTHDAY TO: 
 

Sharon Nolin                                        2 

Marlene Nolin     6 

Mark Welsh    20 

Ellison Miles Zajac                             21 

Jeff Weiss    25 

Annamarie Saltis                                 26 

Mark Hamilton                                    28 

Embry Carman                                    30 

Katie Mounts    30 

 

 

 

 

 

CLAYSVILLE UP FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

 

Beginning Checkbook Bal.    Collections/Receipts   Expenses            Ending Bal. 

Budget                   $     5,635.78           $    7,120.18 

Non Budget           $     2,325.17           $    2,445.00 

TOTALS                  $ 24,209.03              $     7,960.95                  $    9,565.18     $22,604.80 

 

 

These figures are for  May 2019. 

Please watch your bulletins for 

information regarding the date, 

time and place of the Book Club 

gatherings! 



 

              AUGUST  

            WORSHIP  

          ASSISTANTS 
 

 
 

LITURGISTS: 

4th—Neil Brownlee 

11th – Doug Nolin 

18th– Cheryl Cumer 

25th— Neil Brownlee 

 

GREETERS: 

4th – Chuck Edgar & Tom Teitt 

11th –  Dave & Mary Campsey 

18th –  The Mike Hixenbaugh Family 

25th— Sandi Carman & Eva Seybert 

 

NURSERY CARE:    

4th – Ethel McCarthy 

11th – Kelly Dunkle 

18th – Nicole Zajac 

25th —Mrlene Nolin 

 
COFFEE HOUR HOST: 

September – Events Committee –Church Picnic 

October – Sunday School Classes 

 

SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  

IS AUGUST 20! 

 

 

HAPPY AUGUST BIRTHDAY TO: 
 
 

  Lia Rose Weiss                                               1 
   
  Krista McNeil        6 
   
  Rick Fanning                   7 
   
  Kenna Hixenbaugh                   8 
   
  Janice Keeling                                                 9 
   
  Jason Steele                 13 
   
  Luke Weiss                                                    16 
   
  Zane Michael Krizay                                     21 
   
  Randall Post                 22 
   
  David F. Campsey                24 
   
  Sydney Holdsworth                27 
   
  Johnna McCullough                27 
   
  Jackson Scott Carman                                   27 
   
  Gracie Saltis                                                  28 
 

 

 

  Early September Birthdays 
 

 

  John Landock                                                  2 

  

  Laura McNeil        3 

   

  Adair Creach                                                    5 

   

  Kelly Dunkle                               6 

   
  Makenzie Weaver                                            7

 

Washington Hospital Teen  

Outreach Back Pack Drive 

Please have your back pack/

school supply donations to the 

church by August 11th so that 

they may be distributed before 

the start of school.  Thank you! 

 

LIVING WATERS FOR THE WORLD 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

 

VBS was a great success!  We had a great 

staff and 31 kids had fun learning about 

how important clean water is to underdevel-

oped countries.  They also learned how to 

show God’s love by donating their offering 

of $343 to Living Waters to supply filtration 

systems for children and countries in need. 

Landscaping Project 
 

Janice Keeling is heading up a project to land-

scape the area in in front of the church by the 

double windows.  Folks have donated money 

and the Helen & Gary Whiteman memorial 

money will also be used.  The total raised for 

the project, so far, is $1565.  If anyone has any 

ideas about plants or would like to donate, 

please see Janice Keeling. 


