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First Fruits and Seed for the Harvest 
Why should we give financially to the church? The answer may seem obvious. Without our financial 

support our church cannot pay the staff, maintain our building, or fund our educational and mission 

programs. If this were the only reason to give to the church, however, then our giving to God’s work 

would be little different than our giving to the fire department, to public radio and television stations, 

or to a college or university (all worthy causes!). But Scripture suggests our giving to God’s work 

should be motived by something very different indeed. The Bible offers two images for our giving 

that I will share with you here. One image is “first fruits.” Deuteronomy 26 presents the idea most 

clearly. Moses said to the Israelites: 

When you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance to 

possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, 2you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of 

the ground . . .3You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, ‘Today 

I declare to the LORD your God that I have come into the land that the LORD swore to our an-

cestors to give us.’ 4When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before 

the altar of the LORD your God, 5you shall make this response before the LORD your God: ‘A 

wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt . . the LORD heard our voice 

and saw our affliction. . .8the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand. . .’ (vv. 1-

10). 

In other words, we are called to give to God’s kingdom’s work because we recognize our own need 

and our own dependence on God’s goodness for all we have. Our tithes and offerings are signs that 

we acknowledge God our Creator as the source of all we have.  

The second image is sowing seed for future harvest. Jesus uses this image in his parable of the sower 

(Matthew 13:1-9). In the parable the sower flings seed everywhere in hope that some of it takes root 

and produces a harvest. That is also what we are doing when we give to support the mission and min-

istry of the congregation. Unlike the sower in Jesus’ parable, however, we have some exciting exam-

ples of the “ground” where our seed lands. Last Sunday we had ten children in worship. They came 

down front for children’s time and then went to children’s church. Some weeks we have even more 

children in Sunday school. It is exciting to see them learning and growing in their faith. By giving, 

we are indeed sowing seeds and we hope we will see an abundant harvest in them. 

So, in this stewardship season, consider the needs of the church and its work. But most of all, consid-

er God’s grace and how you might give thanks to God for all the signs of that grace you enjoy. Re-

member that when you give, you are sowing seeds for the future. So, follow the example of the sow-

er and cast it everywhere!   

In God’s Grace, 

Jerome 



October Worship Schedule 
 

6 Lamentations 6:1-6 Luke 17:5-10 “A Little Faith” 

 

13  Guest 

 

20 Psalm 121   Luke 18:1-8  “From Where Does My Help Come?” 

 

 27 Psalm 46   Romans 3:19-28 “Be Still” 

 

Washington Presbytery – Presbyterian Women’s  

Fall Gathering 
Saturday October 19, 2019 

The Church of the Covenant, 267 E. Beau Street, Washington 

Registration begins at 9:00am.  A light lunch will be served for $8.00. 
 

Local Mission Project 

The Salvation Army is in need of  

DIAPERS Newborn to size 5 

Please bring them with you to the Gathering. 

 

 A man from New York City visited his Mormon friend in Salt Lake City one summer.  They 

went to the mall, and the Mormon left his care unlocked.  Then they went to the grocery store, and 

the Mormon left his car unlocked.  Then they drove home, and the Mormon removed the keys and 

locked the car before entering the church. 

 

 “I don’t get it,”  his friend exclaimed.  “Here you don’t lock your car at the mall or the grocery 

store; you even leave the keys in the ignition all night at your home.  But when you got to church, 

you lock your car.  Why?” 

  

 “Simple,” the Mormon said.  “If I don’t lock it here, when I come back out, 

it will be filled with zucchini.” 

                     -Best Loved Humor of the LDS People 



 

    Feed my lambs…    Tend my sheep…     

           Opportunities for you to do God’s work in your world. 
 

McGuffey Food Pantry—donations are accepted any Sunday, but particularly the second Sunday of 

the month. 

Food:  peanut butter & jelly, high protein canned foods such as chicken & tuna 

Paper products:  toilet paper, paper towels, Kleenex, napkins 

Cleaning products:  kitchen cleaners, bathroom cleaners, hand soap, dish soap  

Personal care:  toothpaste, toothbrushes, combs & brushes 

 

 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU GOES OUT TO THE FOLLOWING FOR THEIR  

EXTRA  EFFORT TO THE MINISTRY  OF OUR CHURCH: 
 

~ to our  September Worship Assistants:  Joyce Zajac, Genna Steele, Nancy Racunas, Dave Campsey, and  

   Mark Hamilton,  

~ to all greeters and nursery care providers during September, 

~ to June Butler for faithfully arranging for our weekly Greeters,  

~ to Katie Stewart for maintaining our Facebook Page and web-site! 

~ to all who donated items to the McGuffey Food Pantry,  

~ to John & Jeanne McCullough for delivering all of your donations to the Food Pantry, 

~ to all of our links in the prayer chain:  Carolyn Hixenbaugh, Betty McAdoo, John & Jean McCullough,  

   Marlene Nolin, Karen Reitnauer, and  Sandy Thompson, 

~ to Rodney Clutter for delivering our recycling to the paper retriever and extra office help,  

~ to Janice Keeling, Joyce Minteer, for being tellers each Sunday morning,  

~ to Janice Keeling for making arrangements for our floral tributes, 

~ to Janice Keeling and Joyce Minteer for preparing Communion,  

~ to Cheryl Cumer who represents the Session at Presbytery meetings,  

~ to all those, seen and unseen, who work diligently to further God’s work in and through our church! 
 

THANK YOU! 

Holiday Rest Stop Coffee Break 
 

Many thanks to all of those who supported this mission over the 2019 holiday weekends, either by working or 

donating cookies.  Donations that are received from travelers are used to support the following charities: 

 

  Ramps of Grace    Washington County Humane Society 

  Angel Ridge Animal Shelter   McGuffey Food Pantry 

  Local Volunteer fire Departments  Wounded Warriors of Washington County 

  WJPA 2000 Turkeys    Olivia Scott Foundation 

  Love in a Basket    Head Start 

  Local families in need    Avella Food Bank 

  Local disaster areas    The Salvation Army 



The Mail Box 
 

 

 
Dear Congregation & Reverend Creach, 

Thank you so much for the thoughtful recognition, prayers, and the book.  The book gives a 

great message.  I hope to get involved with the church on High Point’s campus. 

       Thank you for everything,  

       Emma Campsey 

 

 
Dear Friends,  
 Your partnership with Pine Springs Camp helped give 941 Overnight Campers, 
131 Day Campers and 28 Mission EX Middle School campers a vital encounter with 
Christ.  Whether it was Grandmas, Moms and their Tot Campers or a High School Sen-
ior, memories were created that will last a lifetime. 
 Our staff of 56, hailed from 21 different colleges and universities and various 
denominations.  Each one invested wholeheartedly in the life of this faith community 
and shared God’s love in amazing ways with campers and each other. 
 Our theme “Wipeout” was a reminder to each camper that God completely for-
gives sin and proved it by sending Jesus to die upon the cross.  Campers had a blast 
as well, enjoying the outdoors without cell phones or other electronic devices swim-
ming in the pool, playing in Fort Legacy or scaling our new climbing tower. 
 Summer Camp is only possible because of generous partners like you!  Thank 
you for blessing Pine Springs Camp. 
 
 
 
Dear Partners in God’s Mission: 

 On behalf of Presbyterian mission Agency, please allow me to express our appreciation to you, your 

pastor, session, and congregation for your gracious and faithful support of our unified mission efforts dur-

ing August.  On August 15, 2019, we received $291.60 for 102 Shared Mission Support. 

 Thank you once again for your support, dedication and partnership in furthering God’s mission 

around the world.  You are a valued partner in mission and we greatly appreciate your prayers and sup-

port.   

       Yours in Christ,  

       Lynne Foreman, Mission Engagement Advisor 

 

 

CUPC,  
 Thank you so much for all of the prayers, cards, concerns and good wishes for our fiftieth anniversary and for my surgery and Bob’s  
continued good health. 
 I felt so at ease through hall of this, knowing we had so many prayers going up, knowing it was all in God’s Hands. 
 We are so blessed to have each of you in our lives. 
       Thank you & God Bless 
       Bob & Cheryl Cumer 



Date: ______________________ 

 

Theme:______________________ 

 

Scripture:___________________ 

   

New Vocabulary Words: 

Opening: 

1. God sighting/good deeds 

2. Offering 

3. Prayer requests 

4. Memory verse—hunt/read/discuss 

Closing: 

1. Prayer 

2. Announcements  

Activity: Snack: 



                                                                            Remember  

  All the kids with life-threatening illnesses who may be  

  deported   

  The Family of Linda Barr   

  Paula Beatty   

  Bob Carman 

  Alan Clutter (brother of Rodney)  

  Cheryl Cumer 

  Tabby Cumer (daughter-in-law of Bob & Cheryl) 

  Rick & Debbie Fanning 

  The Family of David Harden 

  Vivian Holden Family 

  The Family of Tim Kelsall 

    

                    This list is compiled from the Sunday prayer 

In Prayer  

Kenna (Great Granddaughter of Chuck & Sarah Riggs)

Kosa Kol Church  

Arlene Magagnotti 

Mary Whiteman Saltis 

Ethan Shriver 

Geoff Smith 

Stacey & Brendan 

Oliver Wilhelm (son of AJ & Shannon Mounts Wilhelm) 

All of our Veterans 

All those unemployed 

All those serving in the military  

 

 

requests, and does not necessarily indicate illness. 

 

Prayer Chain 
     Family members should call the church office at 724-663-7632 with names and situations in need of immediate prayer.    

     The secretary will then notify the first link in the chain.  Thank you! 
 

 

Pastoral Care 
    Anyone in need of Pastoral Care or visitation should call the church office during regular hours Tuesday through Friday  

    9:00am until Noon, or leave a message.  If you  prefer not to leave a message, or in an after hours or weekend emergency  

    situation, call Rev. Creach 412-266-1842 or 412-837-2524. 

 

 

All Saints’ Sunday 
 

 We would like to take time during the worship service on November 3, 2019 to 

recognize and honor those who have died since the observance of All Saints’ Sunday 

2018.  Please take a moment to complete the form below and return it to the church of-

fice by October 27th.  Please include a picture, if possible. 

 

Name of deceased: __________________________________________________________ 

 

Date of death: ______________________________ 

 

Person submitting information: ______________________________________________ 



 The United Presbyterian Church 
PO Box 496, 134 Wayne St. 
Claysville, PA  15323 
 

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

PERMIT #11 

CLAYSVILLE, PA  15323 

  

  Pampered Chef Party 
 

Saturday, October 5, 2019 
9am—2pm 

Claysville UP Church 
Demonstrations, Bake Sale & Chinese Auctions 

 

Benefits Relay for Life 
 



           October    
         Worship 
  Assistants  

LITURGISTS 

6– Nancy Brownlee 

13 – Doug Nolin 

20 – Genna Steele 

27 – Neil Brownlee 
 

GREETERS 

6–  Jean McCullough & Genna Steele 

13 –  Jon & Patti Mounts 

20– Harry & Sandy Thompson 

27 — Dave & Mary Campsey 
 

NURSERY CARE 

6 – Sandi Carman 

13 – Genna Steele 

20 – Sheri Hixenbaugh 

27– Kelly Dunkle 
 

COFFEE HOUR HOST 

October 6th  –  Sunday School 

November  3rd  –  Session 
 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  

THE 20TH OF EACH MONTH! 

   
 World Communion Sunday  

October 6th! 

 

 
OCTOBER IS DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

AWARENESS MONTH! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

HAPPY OCTOBER BIRTHDAY TO: 
 

Emma Campsey      1 

Debra Fanning                  8 

Beverly Gashel      9 

Lynn Gibson     12 

Frank Snodgrass    13 

PJ Saltis                                                17 

Quinn Henry Steele                              22 

Erin Mounts Wainwright                     24 

Katie Weiss                                          25 

Caroline Miller                                     27 

Sally Mounts                27 

Phyllis Hamilton    31 

Mike Hixenbaugh    31 
 

Early November Birthdays 
 

Daniel Bald                                            1 

Paul Gary Saltis                                     5 

Kathryn Hixenbaugh                            7 

 
 

            Book Club        

         Noon Tuesday, October 30th 

                    Main St. Café  

 

  

CLAYSVILLE UP FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

Beginning Checkbook Bal.    Collections/Receipts   Expenses               Ending Bal. 

Budget                   $     4,960.07                   $   7,063.74 

Non Budget           $        985.75                   $          0.00 

TOTALS                      $17,498.58           $     5,945.82                   $   7,063.74            $16,380.66 

 

These figures are for  August 2019 

November 3rd! 


